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855 1 N © E "he loving 0 meets were print 
ed, Further tbougbts, &c. October, 1779, 
by the Dean of Glocęſter, have fallen into the 
hands of the author of this eſſay. It is 
there recommended 0 grant the Iriſh their 
demand of a free trade, in its full extent, and 


according to their bearts defire. And for 


this curious, but, to the Engliſh, cogent rea- 
ſon : becauſe the Iriſh will not be able to make 
any uſe of it; It would, however, have been 
more becoming that impartiality which 
the Dean affects, to have affigned another 
motive; viz. Becauſe, by encouraging Ire- 
land, ſhe will become like the Hen, which 


layed the golden eggs. But Dr. Tucker is 


5 wot a citizen of the world ! 


Hz aſks, why do we aflociate ?—then 
blames the mode, but approves the princi- 
ple. . But the Doctor, tho' he does dabble 
in fads, is perhaps ignorant, that, in conſe- 
quence of our aſſociations, the exports from 
England to Ireland have fallen from above 
two millions, yearly, to leſs than fourteen 


hundred thouſand pounds within the laſt 


| twelve months, 


We 
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Wr have neither time nor place to detail 
this matter, at preſent: But for a general 
confutation of his aſſertion, that a FREE 
TRADE would not avail us, ſee pag. 23, &c. 
And to reprobate his prejudiced, and there- 
fore falſe, concluſion, ? hat while even the ſba- 
dow of pretence remains for accuſing others, 


the Iriſh will not accuſe themſelves, ſee pag. 
61 and 73. 
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T A N Iriſhman may at any time be blam- 115 
ed, but can at no time be blameable, for in- 4 
quiring into the intereſts of his native coun- 
try. At the preſent crifis, however, it is 
the bounden duty of every one, not afham< 
ed of that name, to inform fr ſelf 564 others, 

to the utmoſt extent of his abilities and op- 
ortunities. For it muſt be lamented, that 

juſt information, every where difficult, is ; 

here a very rare acquirement. 128 
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Bur leſt this general charge ſhould raiſe 
any prejudice againſt me in the breaſts of 
my countrymen, who are to be, probably,- 
my only readers, and whoſe interelſf is cer- 
tainly my only, object, I do at ſetting. out 
requeſt them to turn their eyes to England; 
which, however fallen, even malignity muſt 
admit to be the moſt enlightened nation upon 
£0 = B | _ earth; 
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2 THE FIRST LINES OF 


earth; and after reviewing her calamities, 


let them aſk themſelves whence did they all 
originate, but from rejecting, with con- 
tempt, that juſt information which was 


preſſed upon her by ſome of her beſt and 


wiſeſt men 2 


A MOS every Engliſhman arrogates to 
himſelf more than his ſhare of the eſtabliſh- 
ed literate character of the nation. This ſelf- 


opinion miſleads them as eaſily as total igno- 


rance does other nations; and whilſt they 


flatter themſelves that they judge for them 


ſelves, they are practiced upon by every art; 


and are in general but the dupes of party, or 


the tools of faction. 


Tux liberty of the oral; eſtabliſhed on 


- 


the ſame baſts with that of the people, and 


having, like this, baffled every open attack, it 


was thought expedient to undermine both 


by the. ſame 'arts. And, whilſt corruption: 


was tainting all within doors, the publick ear 
was to be abuſed without. | 


- Ueox this flagitious ſyſtem, even leſs n at- 
tention has been ſhewn, in hiring mercena- 
ries to enforce oppreſſion abroad, than in 
my advocates to juſtify it at home ? 


Walls, in that devoted; country, to. 


varniſh over the guilt of wicked men and 
fooliſh e, is the beaten road to pre- 
ferment, 


IRELAND'S INTEREST, &c. 


ferment, and whilſt we read, not. without 
indignation, a long catalogue of hews-paper 


editors on the liſt of penſioners; we cannot, 


without commiſeration, ſee among ſuch ſcrib- 
blers, the once virtuous name of aman whohas 


tarniſhed its luſtre, by proſtituting his ſtupen- 


dous abilities to perſuade his countrymen, 
that to take the purſes of millions, . without 
their conſent, was not tyranny—when every 
body knows that to take the purſe of a ſingle 

erſon, without his conſent, is a crime pu- 


niſhable vy the gallows:- 
| Bur it will be obj ected chat: 5 Re 


diſaſters of e did not originate from 


general. ignorance, but from a general luſt 
of domination, And I ſhall not diſpute 
that this was the immediate caule. Let 
me, however, aſk whence did this rage 


ef domination ſpring, but from an ill- found- 


ed opinion that Old N was able: to 


Ne 2 


5 to a ſudden * therefore en- 
vied pitch of greatneſs, ſhe grew giddy at 
the height. Her fleets not only lorded it, but 
tyrannized on the ocean. The ſpirit of pira- 
cy was carried into every quarter. Her great 
miniſter has been heard to ſay, that, towards 
the concluſion of laſt war, he dreaded an aſ- 


ſociation of the ſtates of Europe, to ſtop the 


incurfions of Engliſh . and, ſtill more 
hateful, Balm ee 
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4 THE FIRST, LINES OF 


BLINDED by impunity, on this occaſion, 
the loſt fight of thole principles, by which 
alone ſhe could become reſpeQtable, a due 


attention to the rights of human kind. Juſ- 


tice had one weight and meaſure for Eng- 


land, but another for the .reſt of the world. 


And the intereſt of the butchers or fiſhmon- 


gers, or any other dirty corporation of Lon⸗ 
don, would have outweighed that of all the 


dominions annexed to the Britiſh crown. 


Bur did their anceſtors ſo exactly 1 * 


and ſo equally eſtabliſh the dominion of law, 


that each of them might emerge a deſpot? 
Did Charles die a martyr to tyranny, only 
to ſet up millions of tyrants ? For they ſay, 
are not the Americans our ſubjects ? * now 
ſubjection and dominioa are correlative terms. 
Shall the whole nation kindle to a blaze, if 
the papers of one of the moſt worthleſs citi- 
zens of London, be ſeized, even with the pre- 


| ſcriptive forms of the conſtitution ; nes 


if the property of three millions of their 


| American brethren be ſeized, in violation of 


the 
Tu is has not 1 been the way of ſpeaking, but of 


| writing among the wal for ſome time. One of their 


ſt writers upon trade, Decker, has the following paſ- 
ſage, worth quoting upon other accounts. It longhy 


= marks hisdiſapprobation of the conduct of England towards 


| Ireland : * And ſhall we compliment the French with a 


«trade that we deny to our own ſubjeds? Nay, one · third 
&« of what Ireland gets centers here at laſt, and ſhall we 


4 refuſe fuch a ſum, which the Irifh would ſnatch from 
"06 our Enemies, and preſent to us?“ 


IRELAND'S INTEREST, . 5 


_ 2 — 1 + dia they applaud 
; Act, Ca re r 
bellion, and treat it as ſuch. - 


 Tazy ſhould, hamerer bans. 1 
that a retaliation Might one day be made 
upon themſelves, For 
rts be not yet ſhut up, — their cities 
urned, though their, country be not yet Jaid 
waſte, nort heir wives and daughters I 
ed before their faces, yet all theſe events ma 
ſoon take place. Should that power—which 


has long meditated her ruin, and in order to 


affect it has already wreſted from her the do- 


minion of the ſea, béut make good that inyar 
ſion ſo long threatned, ſhe may learn equani- 
mity; and when too late be convinced, that 
force can never convey 2 right, though it 
may avenge a wrong. 


IT will not, I fancy, be diſputed with 


me, that, till the affair of Saratoga, five 
out of the ſix millions of people in Great- 


Britain, nat only wiſhed the ſubjugation 
of America, but believed it to be prac- 


ticable. At that blow indeed . . were 
ſtunned, who before it would not pauſe to 


think. The ideal career of victory being 
checked, gave an interval, Which reflection 
might have uſed to advantage. 


Ir might haye been conſidered chat PR | 


abſolute "conqueſt of America was ſo ardently 
1 
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though their. own 
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6 THE FIRST LINE SOF 


purſued, by rulers, not to eaſe the people 
of thoſe burdenſome taxes, which they now 
groan under, and which muſt finally cruſh 
them; but to introduce an arbitrary, | and 
e onerous taxation, both abroad 
and at home. For had the colonies been 
brought on {their knees, there would have 
been the offices of thirteen chief governors, 
of thirteen ſecretaries of ſtate, and thirteen 
times thirteen other douceurs for the fate] 
| lites of tyranny. | 

AuERICA ſubdued; Ireland would next 
have felt the yoke; and inſtead of its being 
debated, laſt ſeſſion, how far the trade of 
this country was to be opened, the only 
queſtion would have been, by what new 
modes of taxation the Britiſh Parliament 
Was to realize her uſurped claim of binding 
the pepple and kingdom of Ireland. 


An Ireland once totally enſlaved, we ſhould 
in vain have looked for freedom in England. 
It would in future, have been only remember- 
ed asa tale that is told. She ſhould therefore 
now conſole herſelf, that the liberty of the 
people is not loft in the aggrandizement of 
the c And without friend or ally, 

thorn off ber branches like a blaſted oak, it 
ſhould be her preſent ſtudy to attach Ireland 
to herſelf by decent treatment, and not wan- 
tonly alienate her affections Rl. N by 
n in folly, eee 

In 


* 


IRELAND'S: INTEREST, Ge. 4 


Is the impending hour of diſtreſs; England 
may wiſh that ſhe had -borne her faculties 


more meekly, and made it at leaſt our appa- 
rent intereſt to have wiſhed her proſperity. 


For as ſhe has hitherto carried herſelf to 
this kingdom, her beſt friends. in it look on 
with cold. indifference. at her humiliation. | 


Mas aaa upon; theſe and rl 1 


things ſhould, have preceded the captivity. at 
Saratoga; but, fince they did not precede, 
it ſeems the ſtrangeſt infatuation that they 


did not immediately follow that cataſtro- 
+ phe. The evil genius of England, however, 
would have it otherwiſe ; for even. ſtill the 


ignorance of millions clamoured for conqueſt: 


and from the example of the laſt war, com- 


mencing in defeats, but ending in triumphs, | 
they preſaged future victories; not conſider- 


- Ing that it was undertaken by juſt ſuch men 
as are now at the helm, but was conducted 
to a proſperous event, by a man whoſe rea- 
ſon was intuition, whoſe eloquence was con- 


viction, whoſe zeal was patriotiſm, and whoſe 


ambition was his country's . 


'Waar has. 1 RO out relative to 


England, cannot be miſtaken for digreſſion, 
as our main ſubject was not introduced ; and 


it may not prove barren of inſtruction to ex- 


hibit, at ſetting out, the diſaſtrous conſe- 
quences of ignorance. in that highly illumi- 


nated an with which we are ſo nearly 
Connected; 


* 
— d = — 
2 ＋—— — 
= 


r 


- ———— : 
„„ : ” 
OS” ar « 


1 

ay e 
ES INS 

* — 


T — * 
” N 2 - > - - 
= 
1 N 
bh 4 
=. _— .. 
* — 8 
—_ 
 — * N 6 
— , — — 2 oy 


_ 
. 


— 2 — 
ah 
8222 <4. 

RE” PE 

W oY 


” 2 > — _— 
2 * —_ 
Sw — — 4 8 
23 dx 2 
— - 


=, 
IE 


— 
— 
— 
* 
— * 
= 


* 
— 
— 
E 
Sx, — 7 8 
83 : 4 So 
mY = — 
PY 


— 
* — 
3 
* 
2 


R 


— 


a+ 


* 

9 * Fs 

* * . 
by OSS 
* 3 2 

— * 


Eo ed — 


4 > 
* — * 
3 
Ty w 4 4 — 
1 > * 


= Hs 
FF 


* 
+ - AE. 
. — _ 2 = * 1 — 1 
— 9 * = . 
Pa * Os 32 4 1 2 
— — > 2 7 — : = Hl 9:5, 
4-3 2 r 
— 8 & 


15-5 4-0 
” ——_— 


| 
Cape >», 


ih > 
4 a. 
— 2 3 
Ye = * * 4 * 
- * 983 1 0 * 
x k = 4 - F 
+ 2 we 
by 7 . 
>, * 


4 > > a 3 
8 43 
- PR —— — r 
2 — — 
—— 2 cron — 
— = 1 4 


s THE FIRST LINES OF 
connected; Feſt the good prop ple of Ireland 
may take it amiſs t 


perfect knowledge 
of their own intereſts ĩs not rim puted to them. 


Ir muſt moreover be avowed; that what- 


ever falls from my pen in this effay, which 
may glance at the errors and imperfeftions 
of either country is not meant as a national 

reflection, but as a juſt fepreſentation, howe- 


ver faint, of things as they are. I do like- 
_ wiſe declare that I rather eonceive theſe er- 
rots and imperfe&ions to reſult from the politi- 
cal fituation, than from the phyſſeal conditions 
of the people, whom I judge to be origi- 


nally more like each other than any two na- 
tions in Europe. The ſame haughty ſpirit 
which has rendered the Engliſh overbearing 
in proſperity, has now, as of old, driven the 
Triſh to faber : for oppreſſion asili make euem 
a wiſe man mad. When, therefore, it is 
advanced, that England has been intoxicated 
with ſucceſs, it will be as readily admitted 
that Ireland would not have been leſs ſo, i * 


a change of circumſtances. 


THESE preliminaries being adjuſted, it is 


full time that we conduct you! to the fiſt 


cleareſt and moſt direct line of Ireland's inte- 
reſt, and that isaGRICULTURE. Without due 
attention tort no country can be proſperous, or 


flouriſhing in any degree; and wherever it is 


fairly eſtabliſhed, all other arts, neceſſary to 
Tux 


Happinels follow in her train. 


ARELAND'S INTEREST, E. g 
Tux arts form one. ſtupendous pyramid. 


Tillage is the baſement ſtory : The common 


handicrafts, among a rude ſociety of farmers, 
compoſe the ſecond: The more improved 
mechanicks, in ptogreſſive civilization, 
make the third: The trades miniſterial to 
luxury and commerce furniſh the fourth : 
and the fine-arts crown the whole, form+ 
ing the apex of the Ar 


; * 


Or all theſe, aoticultars alone 8 


pulation, by its direct and immediate ef 16a 


ence; the reſt only do it, at ſecond hand, by 
a reflex and intermediate operation. Bread, 
18 figuratively called the ſtaff of life, be- 


cauſe it ſupports it. Without it there can be 
little population, and no arts. Foreign trade 


is, at any time, of ſmall conſequenee, com- 
pared with internal induſtry. Trade abroad, 


without induſtry at home, is hurtful, not 


beneficial : for it only ſupplies the landlord 
with luxuries, which he may do without, 
and with, manufactures, which ſhould be 
* by his own tenants. | | 


Bor, as it argues great ignorance of hu- 
man nature to ſuppoſe, that the rich. will diſ- 
penſe with any attainable. luxury, it ſhould 
be the policy of ſtates to render this princi- 
ple ſubſervient to the publick good, by pro- 


moting induſtry,” And thus by employing a 


number of hands, unneceſſary for the culti- 


vation of the earth, luxury oy remotely 
a tend to population. 
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10 THE FIRST LINES OF 
 PoevLATIoN however may make, per- 
haps, its greateſt progreſs before the intro- 
duction, or at leaft in the dawn, of luxury. 
And luxury may exiſt in the midſt of depo- 
pulation. It not only may exiſt, but it actu- 
ally does fo, in many parts of Ireland; where 


we {ce but two claſſes of men; a pampered 


gentry, and a ſtarving commonality. 


To remedy this growing evil, the engroſ- 
ſing of farms for grazing ſhould be prohi- 
bited. In the infancy of the Roman com- 
monwealth, when the. patricians monopo- 


 Uzed farms, the plebeians reduced to the ut- 


moſt indigence, roſe to a man, and by their 
tribune Licinius prevailed to have a law 
paſſed, which limited the extent of farms to 


\ 


My memory does not ſerve to aſcertain 
what this quantity preciſely was, nor is it 
neceſſary; ſufficient be it to obſerve, that 


the farms were engroſſed then for tillage. 


What therefore would the Roman people have 
ſaid, if the monopoly had been made for 
the purpoſe of grazing, without a ray of 
mercy towards the poor n who might 


have ſtill Zved by cultivating the ſoil ? 


ALL great ſtates and wiſe princes have, 


above all things, favoured agriculture. The 
emperor of China holds the plough once in 
every year: Queen Elizabeth paſſed a law a- 
gainſt the engrofling of farms; and Crom- 


8 well | 


* 
/ 


TRELAND'SINTHEATIT: . 11 


well who, though not born a prince, was 
certainly no eee that no houſe 
was to be built within ten miles of Lon- 
don, unleſs there were nr; acred of land 
anne by the tenant. 1 0 75 


_ this land of monopoly and RE 
the profits of the grazier and the tiller ſhould 
* leaſt be equalized. And for this purpoſe, 
ſhould nat a capitation tax, or 8 
_ be laid upon all bullocks, * 


2 


WArnZVER a new ; i is made 
by the ſecretary, the only ways and means 
of our fertile financiers” are, two ſhillings 
a barrel more on ale, and fourpence additi- 
onal on each gallon of malt ſpirits. As if 
it were the intereſt of their conſtituents that 
the London brewer ſhould ſell his porter in 
Dublin'cheaper than the brewer on the ſpot ; 
and that the Weſt India merchant ſhould ſc} 
His rum cheaper than the * diſtiller can 
. aqua vite. 


Troucn the aptecedant Abende of 


theſe meaſures 1s palpable, yet it is not ge- 
| C2 nerally 
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12 THE FIRST LINES OF © 
nerally ſeen, even in its deſtructive conſequen- 
ces. The commiſſioners feel the gradual 
failure of the revenue, and then hope to re- 
cover it by new taxes and new officers, And 
the landed gentleman ſits tamely by, whilſt 
they are framing penal ſtatutes againſt agri- 
culture and honeſt induſtry. Or rather, we 
muſt in charity ſ uppoſe, that he knows no- 
thing of the matter; for, unleſs it be for a job 
ora party queſtion, numbers can with difficul- 
ty be aſſembled ſufficient to make up a houſe. 


Ir would be. WD (if any thing can. be 
well with a country always at blind man's 
buff) if France had all the ſugar iſlands both 
jeeward and windward, for then we might 
poſſibly be allowed to export our whiſkey, 
which of courſe would promote huſbandry. 


Tux, inſtead of ſeeing our fertile fields 
waſted by a civil warfare, between the needy 
diſtiller defrauding the king, and the rapa- 


- cious exciſeman, plundering both the king 


and ſubject, we might behold them rich with 
' barley, and every other grain. And inſtead 
of that naſtineſs, nakedneſs and drunkenneſs 
which diſtilleries are now curſed with, they 


might exhibit views of neatneſs, aba des, 
and even ſobriety. | | 


Ir i is admitted. on all WL ty has i diſs 
tiller cannot ſubſiſt wi thout concealments. 
of courts Is hots buſineſs 1 is conducted, 


N en 


| IRELAND'S INTEREST, 4. 13 


on ſtealth, by the' moſt vile and profligate 
of the human ſpecies, except the informer, 


| Yet the informer was, till of late, the man 
chiefly encouraged, Premiums were given 
for the diſcovery of every ſtill, or even worm 
of a ſtill, not only to the gauger, but to the 


very military concerned. What a glorious 
atchievement it was to read of in the news- 
papers, that three troops of light horſe ſeiz- 


ed five unſtatutable ſtills, and _ fifty ; 


gallons of pot- ale! 


—— were it, for this miſguided cc coun- 


try, that all ſtills were ſtatutable, that the 


exciſe rates were lowered; and that all duties 


were taken off on exportation. Then the 

rofeſſion of a diſtiller would not be the moſt 
diſreputable in the kingdom, except that of 
a gauger. Then we might have one brew- 
er in Ireland out of the verge of a city or 
large town. And then our countrymen 


need not be put to ſuch an expence of their 


virtue in drinking Iriſh, in preference to 
era ns porter. 


Dos not this perſecution of breweries 
and diſtilleries, carried to ſuch extremity. 
that the very premium fund was exhauſted, 
lock as if a fall of the revenue was a wiſhed- 
for event ? I fay a wiſhed-for event, to 
ſerve as a deimgutiration to our On 


:, 


— EOS £8 HOVE as te 
: Wh + 2 N I 2 5 * 
9 2 f a — 2 
7 — — — 81 2 "©" * * * 
— [ * > > 
LA 


* £ G - - _- 7 
* Y l 

- — — a. + * K 12 — Gd * * — 

S N 
#* 4.4 - 2 2 40 . — 

— 8 * — 

7 * por - « + 
— * — 


— 4 
23 
— aud. — — — 

£ —£- 


a 


2 
1 + - 


— 
2 
+ *- 2 — ES 


$45 ae? 
» 3 
y ws = 


22 2 
—— — - 


4 2 — * 1 2 =; 5 . Ver 
C 
—— : 1 JEEVES 


r 2 8 pO — — 2 : 
44 at 


ts ww 40 Ate SP Bae 
. »% £ 4 * 
— * n hats 
I 5 ar — 
— „ 
„ - — 
* — 


14 THE I IRST LINES Or 
t, that ſome other modes of taxa» 
tion are now ne- neceſſary . 


I dev not but a dag for. . 
morals will meet us in juſtification of a mea- 
ſure, whoſe folly is ſtill leſs than its wicked- 
neſs. For what more wicked than to ſeduee 


wretches to acts of treachery, unleſs it be to 


deceive a bankrupt nation into an opinion 
of the inſufficiency of its revenues? 


Bur are we to encourage that horrid fin 


- of drunkenneſs ? No } but we are to encou- 


rage breweries and diſtilleries, becauſe gur 
reſtricted tillage cannot do without them, 
Tha our nee. eganes bs 
paid. A 1 7 


As to drupkenneſs from the ng that 
is a vice fang in Ireland ; mba f m- 
mon people are ſo unacquainted with peer, 


that they find no pleaſure in drinking it. 


Nothing would more contribute to the health, 
ſtrength and ſobriety of them than their hav= 
ing opportunities, which now they want, 


of drinking mild 480: FReap ale, 


* Yet it waz aſſerted i in the houſe of commons, the 


firſt day after the receſs, that the decline of the reyenue 


was not to be imputed to any errors in the laying on or 

collecting it, but to la viſh grants of the commons tor corn 
emiums, public works and other improvements of the 

8 — This effrontery was abſurd enough in a man, 


— whoſe eſtate is in debt to the exchequer between forty 


and fifty thouſand pounds [ 
Bur 


' IRELAND'S INTEREST, &c. ig 


Bu r would the extirpation of licenſed diſ- 
_ filleries diminiſh the quantity of whiſkey ? 


I fancy not. Every tax laid on the fair tra- 


der operates as a premium to the ſmuggler. 
By diſabling the licenſed worker, you not 
only . tempt: but enable the unlicenſed: to 
work, His Hopes will counterbalance bisfeats. 


Tux fact is, that when premiums were 


the faſhion, and ſtill- hunting the only uſe 


made of our . cavalry, whiſkey was never 


cheaper nor in greater abundance. There is 
always a fine feeling, a happy colluſion be- 
tween the diſtiller, (whether publick or pri- 
vate) and the exciſeman, who has been fre- 
quently known to ſell, at night, the Rill * 
ſeized in the mg. 


Turkk never Was a period. when more 
corn was converted into ſpirituous liquors 
than the preſent. This every body knows, 

except the Os of the revenue. They, 


however, ſhould beſt know whether the re- 


venue riſes in proportion. 


| Trrs dirty ſubject 1 ſhould n not t ve in- 
giſted on, * that it ſeemed to me ſo inti- 


mately connected with e wer and this 


with the proſperity of Ircln 1 ſhall only 
add, that, of all trades among us, tillage 


ſhould labour under the feweſt reſtraints, a 


and ſhould, in Aa 


liar manner, meet le- 


LY * 4 


"* <4 Z 


* ct: till it once take root. We 
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16 THE FIRST LINES OF 
have already ſeen the auſpicious influence 
of bounties on the land carriage of corn: 


notwithſtanding ſome abuſes which may 


poſſibly have crept in. 


I am, however, perſuaded that regulations 
of trade are dangerous in general; Leave 
it to itſelf ; and perfect liberty will do for 


it what nothing elſe can. If the dread 


of that lowering cloud, an embargo, were 
diſperſed, the farmer would have more 
frequent occaſions to lament the glut of 
plenty, than our poor to apprehend the 
want of bread. It is well known that 
the harveſts of France are more precarious 
than thoſe of England, though the vegeta- 
tion be quicker. And, from the unequalled 
temperature of our climate, harveſts are ſtill 
more certain here than in England. _ 


Ir would be uſeful to England to admit 
the importation of Iriſh grain at all ſeaſons. 
Nor is this my ſentiment only, it is the opi- 
nion of all her beſt writers on trade. How 
would a Hollander or a Frenchman ſmile, 
= Decker, ſpeaking of the prohibition of 
Iriſh corn) when he reflected that in his 
country the poor getting . proviſions from 
any place where they can be had the cheap- 
eſt, are thereby enabled to work at prices 
the Engliſh cannot live on, and by working 


cheaper, work more; that is, run away with 
their trade, their money, and their working 


Wars 


.people.” 


* 


1 


IRELAND'S INTEREST, &: 15 


W#xz I an enemy to England, I would 
adviſe her to retain her pitiful jealouſies and 
high; creſted pride. But I am her ſtedfaſt 
friend; and in the midſt of my reſentment, 


5 againſt her inſatiable rage of monopoly, la- 
ment her diſaſters as if I were her. fon. I 


ſhall therefore demonſtrateto her, that forcing 


Ireland to trade with Herſelf alone is detri- 
mental to her, not only as the head of an em- 
pire, but even as a commercial nation. And 


for this plain, though not obvious reaſon— 


THAT no two countries u earth. are 
more alike in all natural commodities, than 
England and Ireland: And, thattheywould be. 
ſo in artificial productions alſo, if the latter 


were ſuffered to exerciſe choſe arts, | for which 


the is deſtined by nature. 80 that forcing 
them to trade together is like violence com- 


mitted upon one of the ſame ſex. It is, in 
fact, a political rape and commercial ſodomy. 


IT ſheuld therefore be the policy of a2 


great miniſter to conſider, them as one terri - 
tory, and without partiality to promote their 
commerce to every other part "= the world, 


rather than to each — For, by this 


means, he would encreaſe the population and 
wealth, of: both, countries, in proportion to 
their extent and fertility, And: of . courſe, 
the reſources of government would be in- 
creaſed, in the ſame proportion. This is 
almoſt. intuitive.: Nut we muſt go e to 
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'By tying up the hands of Ireland from 
exerciſing · the arts neceſſary for the uſes of 
civil life, its population is, of courſe, dimi- 

niſhed: while the population of England, 
is not more encreaſed by trading with her, 
than with a foreign country, with which 
ſhe has no political connection. | 


Bur farther the population of England, 
by relying on the trade of Ireland, is not 
only not encreaſed, but it is abſolutely di- 
miniſhed; and muſt every day decreaſe, in 
exact meaſure with the decreaſing population 

of Ireland. So that monopoly carries in it 
the ſeeds of depopulation and conſequent 
poverty, to both countries; to the one me- 
diately, and the other immediately. 


Tux force of this reaſoning will not be 
felt by thoſe, who imagine that both Eng- 
land and Ireland have, for a ſeries of years, 
been increaſing, both in numbers and wealth, 

till of late. But let ſuch reflect that if thoſe 
ill effects be not ſo viſible in England, it pro- 
ceeds from the counteraction of foreign com- 
merce. Whereas, all the little foreign trade 
which Ireland has, cannot diſguiſe them in 

almoſt half the kingdom. Look at her fair- 
eſt province, Munſter, moping under the me- 
lancholy gloom of waſte and depopulatien ! 


 Bes1pes, it ſhould be known, to: thoſe 
who ſee but the outſide of things, that ha 


/ TRELAND®SINTEREST, Ge. 19 
beſt political arithmeticians in England, 
(among theſe, Dr. Price, whoſe learned cal- 
culations have brought about a revolution in 
all the annuity companies) have proved, as 
fat as ſuch a propoſſtion is proveable, that the 
numbers in England have decreaſed near a 
million and a half ſince the year 1690. Dr. 
Goldſmith wrote his Deſerted Village, not 
from idea but from feeling. , 


Bur, to put this matter beyond the reach 
of doubt, let us ſuppoſe that Britain had no 
trade but an internal one: then it is certain 

that its ſum total ef gold and filver, (for it 
has no gold and ſilver mines) could nevet in- 
creaſe. Caſh might change hands from one 
extremity of the iMand to the other, but the 
iſland itſelf could not have a fhilling more to 
the end of time. 


AND now to apply this principle to both 
theſe iſlands. We Britain rad with 
Ireland only, ſhe might avail herſelf of what- 
ever caſh we ſhould be amprovident enough 

to ſend her in exchange for her manuſactures, 
and, of courſe, Ireland would grow poorer. 

But the two iflands, conſidered as one em- 
poire, eould not grow richer. _ 


Bur, though the quantity of the precious 
metals in both iſlands, taken together, remains 
unvaried, yet the aggregate of induſtry and 

_ © conſequent population would every day grow _ 
leſs. Ireland, from its reſtraints, would 
at length grow too poot to purchaſe from 

| eee, e England ; 


20 THE FIRST LINES OF 
England ; and England would then have 
no market but her home conſumption. 
And it requires but few words to prove, both 
from the fact and the reaſon of the thing, that 

without foreign trade, a country can have no 
great manufactures, no great towns, and 
conſequently no great population. 


WHEN therefore, population is diminiſh- 
4 ed, and the precious metals not increaſed, the 
4 - reſources of government would neceſſarily 
fail: if England and Ireland were as deſtitute 
of foreign trade as we have ſuppoſed them 
to be. The hypotheſis, however, may ſerve 
to ſhew that the preſent ſyſtem, in its ſpirit 
tho' not intention, leads directly through 
the ruin of Ireland to that of England. 


IT is therefore, moſt eyidently the inte- 
reſt of the crown, that Ireland ſhould be free 
as England, to trade to whatever country her 
commodities, whether natural or artificial, 


* 


can find a vent. 0 


Bur if England is not to be inſtructed by 
experience, how can I expect that ſhe will 
be perſuaded by argument? Let me, how- 
ever, lead you, my fellow-countrymen; to 
another great line of your intereſts, I mean 
UNANIMITY. Andlet me congratulate the 
kingdom in which every county uninflu- 
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enced by m———] interference, has aſſo- 
ciated for the benevolent, the godlike pu- 
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IRELAND'S INTEREST, Ca 27 
poſe of feeding the hungry, and cloathing 


the naked, by wearing our own n, 
tures excluſively. 4 


1 * 
* 1 » - 
— 4 
— 


1 7 


Wirnovr perſeverance in your non im- 
portation agreements, you can never ex- 
pect to arrive at any vantage ground, in your 
preſent ſituation. By adhering to them, 
— will give the lie to the taunting reflexi- 
ons of ignorance and antipathy. You are 


not the ſtupid, bias wretches, they 


ſay you are, Vou ſhew more wiſdom in 
this effort to cloath yourſelves with your own 
' wool and work, than your ohiloſoph 

commercial ſiſter did in driving you to that 


meaſure,* You are not by nature more lazy 


_ 


wn What muſt the ſtate of England have been, even fo 
late as the reign of queen Elizabeth, when, in the ſingle 
county of Somerſet, Mr. Hume acquaints us tbat, 
* forty perſons had been there executed in a year for rob- 
« beries, thefts, and other felonies ;. thirty-five burned 
. © in the hand, thirty-ſeven whipt, one hundred and 
be eighty-three diſcharged : That thoſe who were diſ- 
charged were moſt wicked and deſperate perſons, who 
& never could come to any good, becauſe they would not 
© work, and none would take them into ſervice : That, 
te notwithſtanding this great number of inditments, the 


e fifth part of the felonies committed in the county were 
I not brought to a trial, the greater number eſcaped cen- 


* ſure, either from the ſuperior cunning of the felons, 
“ and remiſsneſs of the magiſtrates, or the fooliſh lenity 
of the people: That the rapines committed by the 
* infinite number of wicked, wandring, idle people were 
* intolerable to the poor countrymen, and obliged them 
' # toa perpetual watch i of their ſheepfolds,, their paſtures, 
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22 THE FIRST LINES OF 
and indolent than ſhe, but you have- not 
acquired habits of induſtry. 


War though you have not yet got her 
knack of manufacturing your wool ; practice 
will ſoon give it to you. It is not ſo very 
long ſince ſhe herſelf acquired it. And, even 
yet, ſhe is far behind France, in dying and 
ſeveral other branches. 


_ cannot, it muſt be owned, 88 all 
ſorts of ſilks equal to thoſe in Spittlefields; 
yet in the coarſer kinds, you are not inferior. 
And you produce mixtures of worſted and 
ſilk, which no country can equal. y 
| „ | "SE 


<< their woods and their corn fields: That the other coun- 
< ties of England were in no better condition than So- 
.<* merſetſhire ; and many of them were even in a worſe: , 


„ That there were at leaſt three or four hundred able- 4 


* bodied vagabonds in every county, wh lived by theft 
< and rapine, and who ſometimes met in troops to the 
number of ſixty, and committed ſpoil upon the ithabi- 
** tants.”” Octavo, pag. 489, vol. v. 

I cannot help making one reflection in this place 9 
gentry are too prone to deſpair of the improvement of our 
lower people, from miſtaking the true and only ſource 
of their unhappy tumults and depredations ; and, eſpe- 
cially, after being in England, where they ſee things ſo 
different from what they have been ; and where they 
were, as inſolently as falſely, told that almoſt every gi * 
they ſaw, detained an Iriſnman. But the riots of 
<heſter at this preſent time, may ſhew what eckt 
will drive any people to. An Engliſhman ſhould not he 
io uncharitable to our white-boys, 8 
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Vo have, to be ſure, no Sheffield or 
Birmingham, yet you have Reads and Lam- 


preys, equal to the beſt cutlers in England. 


The ſurgeons of Paris will bear teſtimony to 
the truth of this aſſertion. Some of the beſt 


painters in London are Iriſhmen.* If then 


you can ſo excel in the fine arts, it is abſurd 
to ſay you cannot arrive at excellence in the ; 


ordiwat y trades. 


In a word; you want not L for the 
conſummation of excellence in every line. 
You want nothing but an opinion that you 


may exerciſe, without reſtraint, thoſe talents. 
which nature has given as abundantly to you 


as to any people, under the ſun. 


In your linen manufacture you have uſed 


vigorous exertions, becauſe you were there 


free. Vou would have diſplayed equal in- 
duſtry in your woollen alſo, had you met no 
greater obſtructions. No body will, I be- 
lieve, deny it, that if a prohibition had iſ- 
ſued againit the exportation of linens about 
a century ago, the province of Ulſter, nat u- 
rally the worſt, would have continued to be the 


pooreſt quarter of the kingdom: And, that, 


inſtead of exporting linens to the amount of 
two millions yearly, it would not have been 
able to ſupply the home-conſumption. . Our 


0  - row. 


. Patens: Hone, Barret and Barry. —The 6rſt of 
whom is the heſt colouritt ; 3 and the laſt the beſt deſigner, 
perhaps, in the univerſe. 
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gentry would at this day be ſupplied front 
| Germany and Holland. For diſcourage= 
ments act ſometimes as prohibitions, and al- 
ways as penalties. Vour hands are virtually 
tied up. They firſt manacle you, and then 
upbraid you for not uſing your hands. 


I por fee how the clergy, with which 
England ſupplies you fo liberally, can with 
a ſafe conſcience preach up diligence from 
the pulpit, when in their converſations the 
are weak enough to aſperſe your preſent ef- 
forts towards manufactures with the ee 
character of rebellion. Rebellion, forſoo th, 

- againſt the majeſty of Leeds and Mancheſ- 
ter weavers! 


Bor how depraved muſt heir moral ſenſe 
be, how blind to all the lights of reaſon and 
equity, how callous: to all the fine feelings 
of humanity, who can one moment heſitate 
upon this ſubject. What! blame a ſet of fa- 
miſhing,naked wretches for uſing their honeſt 
endeavours to feed ahd cloath their helpleſs 
families. Bluſh, pampered luxury, bluſh! 
« thy pure mind is greaſed with morſels 
unctuous.“ | 


To reproach us 5 endeavouring at this 

' time to get rid of unnatural reſtraints, is, in 
other words, to reproach us for promoting 
induſtry and for reclaiming our, much injured, 
people from long and enforced habifs of idle- 
nels and loch; and can proceed from no- 
thing 
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IRELAND'S INTEREST, &a 4g 
thing but an unſated luſt of auge and 
a blind rage of tyranny. 


Do natians wait, like chatilpions till their | 
Amin are beſt able to annoy them ? Dig 
the Engliſh, originally under Henry II. of at | 
any time finee, do ſp in reſpect to us ? The | 
made of redreſs now adopted is not an active | 


4+ 


but a paſſive teſiſtance. And as all other 
modes had been treated either with con- 
tempt or inſult; now, is the ſeaſon to ob- 
tain from the ſelf-intereſt of Great Britain, 
viſe could not be extorted from-her Juſtice. | 
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By wearing i the works of our own 
indüſtry 15 high and mi hty 'manufac- 
turers o Mancheſter will be Webs ht to feel 

j that we can do better oat theni, than 
they can do without us. They will perceive, 
when perhaps too late, that had eur trade 
deeh, laſt winter, enlarged b y legal formali- 
, ties, we ſhould have jo Ri on ſometime 

longer in our old way; and would not have 
embarked in any manufacture, with the vi- 
gour we have e done, for yoouny: 0 


Coms. 


r — * a — 
_ * 


Ant 3 and this ont, tha(e diaz 
tors of regulations for the trade of Ireland 
will probably change their inſtructions, in a 

ſeſſion or two; and adviſe that Ireland may 1 
have full leave to export her Woollens, duty - 1 
free, to any part of the globe, "Wagon ade 5 
, k-th preg os axis To val 
be . E | Ty Ber 
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55 Turn indeed the repeal of this abomina- 
ble ſtatute, will be expedient, will be neceſ- 
ſary for your progreſs as a cloathing nation, 


26 THE FIRST LINES OFC 
Bor conſider, good people of Ireland, 

that it does not fo highly concern you af pro- 
ſent, whether ſbe makes any alteration in. 
your favour or not. Your home-conſump- 
tion is market enough for all you can poffi- 
bly manufacture for many years to come. 
Not a third, nay not a fourth of our inter- 
nal demand can, at this day, be ſupplied by | 
Iriſh workmen. The liberty of exportation 
is therefore matter of opinion ; though, 1 
do confeſs, that the influence of opinion is 
all in all. . 


BesIDEs, why mould you ſo earneſtly 
deſire this favour of the Byitiſh parliament, 
whilſt, by an act paſſed in the reign of Wil- 
liam III. a tax equivalent to a prohibition, 
remains unrepealed on our own ſtatute 
books? If our auguſt ſenate has either the 
will or power to repeal any of her own laws 
(except veſtry bills or road acts) this act 


ſhould no longer remain a reproach to her 


e capacitx. IHE 


' GRANTING, however, that ſhe has nei- 
3 the inclination nor ability to alter 
any law, where it can be ſurmiſed that a 
Britiſh individual may be affected, you can 
get forward well enough, till ſuch time as you 
have ſatisfied your home - conſumption. | 


Becauſe when your domeſtic wants are inter- 1 
2 5 2 8 nally 


IRELAND'S INTEREST, &c. az 
nally ſupplied, a foreign demand awaits you. 
The American market will be open to you 


and to all the world. 


AND if you work as well as other nations 
you will have a preference from your kin- 
dred there; whoſe liberties were ranſomed 

by Iriſh blood. They can diſtinguiſh a na- 
tional from a parliamentary act; and will 
therefore forgive the ill-adviſed part you 
took againſt them, in a cauſe where you 
yourſelves were fellow- ſufferers. e 


WHEN it ſhall have become evident to all 
the world, even to England herſelf, that 
ſhe can no longer command any ſhare of 
the American market, it would be frenzy 

to attempt precluding you from thoſe gene- 
ral advantages, of which ſhe had but little 

more than a-moiety before this unnatural, 
and therefore unfortunate, war broke out, 


Ir muſt, however, be remarked, that 
the has put this, now impotent, tyranny in 
practice, more than once fince 1774 upon the 
exports of Dublin. To perſevere would be 
diaboliſm, 8 8 - 


* 


| AT any rate, deſpair not in. your reſources. 
Jour own ſpirited eonduct will open to you | 
brighter proſpects. The political gale is , 
every day ſhifting, If you are not wanting 
to yourſelves it may fill the fail in your fa- 
vour. * There is a tide in the events of 
e eee , 
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men, which being followed leads on tg 


fortune.” 
By perſeverance in the non-import agree- 
ment this country will ſoon wear a very diffe- 
rent face. Charter ſchools, or evea Houſes of 

Induſtry, will not be thought fo neceſſary as 
at preſent. The former will loſe ground 
in the minds of their warmeſt advocates, and 
will appear, to every apprehenſion, | juſt 
ſuch an expedient as a ſmall plaiſter ſtuck 
upon a leper, without any internal ap- 
- Plication to correct his habit and ſweeten 

his blood, . by 


THERE are, however, ſome well-wiſhers 
of their country, who argue againſt the aſ- 
fociations, becauſe the prices of wool have 
not riſen ſince they were firſt entered into. 

People, not much ' accuſtomed to ſpeculate 
on the operation of political cauſes, are apt 

. to ſcize on any fact, which ſeems to contra- 
1 dict ſyſtematical truth. . _ 


Bur it would be ſtrange indeed if the 
conſumption of home-made goods, fora few 
months, were a cauſe ſufficient to produce 
any viſible effect on the price of wool. We 
cannot work up our wool farther than 
We have hands to do it. Hands cannot be 
created in an inſtant. All that ean in reaſon 
be ſuppoſed to be effected is, to give employ- 
ment to thoſe workmen, who had been idle 

> % . _ 
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before the aſſociations. ' Conſequently, the 
home-demand for our wool cannot be great- 
er now, than it was, in ordinary yung oe 
fore our late diſtreſſes. © ' - | 


f 5 
$ 


Raetrg ob aſſociations, becauſe they 
are compoſed of gentlemen, operate princi- 

pally bn the fineſt cloths : And it is well 
. that fines are moſtly, and ſuperfines 
entirely made of Spaniſh wool. So the warm- 
_ clad grazier remarks, very learnedly, of what 

advantage then are your aſſociations to us? 
and the honeſt country gentleman ſays, in 
the name of God, let us wear E but 
coarſe cloths ! 1 14 


Tuksx, to be ſure, are brave words. Let 
us, however anſwer the gentlenian firſt: his 
rank demands it, his patriotiſm deſerves it. 
If, Sir, you for a moment reflect, you will 
perceive that, whilſt ignorance and i inatten- 
tion, vanity and pride, hold their places in 
our natural ſyſtem, your ſcheme is not alto- 
gether practicable, in the political. Tou, 
perhaps, may be content to wear a coarſe 
coat, and your wife a home-ſpun gown ;' 
but will your ſons and daughters wear the 
fame? Will they be content with no bet- 

ter garments than the ſohs and daugh- 
ters of your tenants ? 


LzT us next attend to the bedr be | 
hold not Tight the aſſociations ; for if we 
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do not conſume more of his wool now than 
formerly, we certainly do not conſume leſs. 

If his wool does not anſwer the Iriſh mar- 

ket, let him lay ſome of the blame. upon 

himſelf : for he has almoſt extirpated the 

old breed of ſheep, which yielded much 
finer wool than the preſent race. The clo- 

thier has felt a ſimilar error in England ; 
and, It is ſaid, the graziers there are return- 
ing to their old breed. 
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Bur, after all, why ſuch an antipathy to 
Spaniſh wool ? Can ſuperfines be made any 
where without it ? Do not the Engliſh uſe it 
as well as the Iriſh? And did any body 
ever dream that England was injured by the 

- uſe of Spaniſh wool ? Will a Frenchman or 
a Spaniard exclaim at the importation of 
Iriſh wool ? 


- -- 


_ IT would, to be ſure, be better for us if 
we had the primum of every manufacture 
within ourſelves : but I would much rather 
ſee raw materials imported than exported... 
The importation of a primum announces a 

manufacture. If we are to have no manu- 
facture but of our own materials, then we 
are to have no ſilks, no cottons, made 
among us. And it ſhould be conſidered 
that . very primum of our linen has been 
hitherto imported. This, however, it is 
hoped, will no longer be a ſlur upon our na- 
tional induſtry. wet 
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Tux fallen price of wool, both this ſea- 
ſon;and laſt, may be accounted for, not only 
from the trade of ſmuggling being more pre- 
carious on accountof the war, becauſe expoſed 

to td enemies: but alſo from a decreaſed 
demand in France; where, among ſuch 


vaſt bodies of new: levies, many -muft be 


woollen weavers. - The ſame, I ſuppoſe, 
may, in ſome degree, be ſaid of Spain, which 
took our wool in exchange for her own. 


| Bur there is another ſatisfactory ſolution 
of this difficulty ſtill behind. It had been 


_ cuſtomary to export vaſt quantities of worſt- 
ed to England. The Engliſh manufacturer 
imported the worſted rather than the wol; 


becauſe it came on eaſier terms than, if ſpun 
at home; where, though the wool was 
cheaper, the labour was dearer. This, 


together with the ſmuggling, accounts 


plainly for the fact, that wool is always 
| dearer in Ireland than in England. And, 
at the fame time, inconteſtibly eyinces 


the declii;e of the woollen manufacture in 


_— 


England. 


Tux grazier then is not to expect that 


the aſſociations can work a miracle in his 
favour. His intereſt, however, whoſe very 
trade is de population, ſhould be no farther re- 
garded than as it is uſeful to his country. And 


-— 


though I ſhould be glad, for ſake of individu- 


als, how high a price the ſuperflyity of thoſe 
WD i I LR INE TT 
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materials, we cannot work up ourſel ves, 
may give; yet, I own, it is with regret, 
I ſee our wool give a very high price, for 
exportation. For as long as the primum is ſo 
dear, we cannot, without ſtruggling, get 
forward in the clothing buſineſs. Our 
cheapneſs of labour and proviſion will 
hardly compenſate for want of ſki 1 and 
want of capital. | 


1 SHALL add but another W on this 
ſubject. It will, I believe, be found upon 
inquiry, that a much greater proportion 
of coarſe, than fine, cloths are pouredjinto 
this kingdom. I know ſeveral counties 
in it, where, having for curiofity enquired, - 
I never could find any but Engliſh goods 

in the ſhops. The whole north of Ireland * 

5 v4. for years paſt, been cloathed even 

to its frock liveries—from the north of 
England. Dublin js the place, where, in 
proportion, fewer imported goods are con- 
lumed, than in any other part of the 
kingdom: and as Dublin regulates the fa- 
ſhion, even of opinions, the public is vety 
prone to believe that affairs are, every where, 


preciſely as they are l But 6 are ey 
different. FE Ip 


* Ought not ſhopkeepers to be TRY LUI in 
- Viſter, as well as the other provinces, who ſell imported 
goods? A ſingle letter of Guatimozin -ſhould have long 
ſince diſſipated all groundleſs fears of ee upon the 
linen deere T5 REY 
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Turkx has always been a manufacture in 


Dublin for the general conſumption of the 


citizens. The Dublin Society too, has prin- 


cipally, encouraged ſuperfines thexe. Which 


conduct, however well meant, was not ſo 


well directed: not becauſe thoſe cloths are 
made of Spaniſh wool, but becauſe it is 


prepoſterous to expect perfection at the top 
of an art, without cultivating excellence in 


* 


the inferior branches. Faye 0 


_ PREMIUMS are only uſeful in the infancy 


of an art. But ſuperfines are not the object 
of an infant manufacture- Premiums, 
however, may do good and can do no harm; 
but monopolies are deſtructive. This has 
been experienced from the Turkey company 
down to the Iriſh woollen warehouſe. Had 


the monopolies, patenteed by queen Eliza- 
beth and her predeceſſors, ſubſiſted to this 


day, England would never have diſplayed 
much more induftry, than the province of 
Connaught. r | 

IT cannot, however, be expected that we 
ſhould be emancipated from error, when 
our more enlightened ſiſter is every day mak- 


ing laws and regulations, ruinous to her own. 


trade and manufactures, in oppoſition to all 
rinciples of ſound policy. The judicious 


ecker is very ſtrong upon this head. Af- 
ter the fear that the value of our lands 


ſhould be leſſened, by the improvement 


of Ireland, had produced a deſtructive pro- 
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| hibition of Iriſh- cattle ; the people of that 

country being neceſſitated to find out ſome 
employment for their lands, turned their 
thoughts to the breeding of ſheep and 
raiſing a growth of wool: No ſooner was 
this effected, but a prohibition enſued, on 
our part, to export the manufactures made 
of that wool.—Unleſs the Iriſh are ſuffer- 
ed to export woollen goods, they muſt 
ſell their raw materials to the beſt bidder, 
and that is France. One pack of Iriſh 
wool works up two packs or more of 
French wool, which is double the damage 
to Britain, that the opening the exports of 
woollen goods from Ireland would be.— 
Vet ſtill this fear, or rather infatuation, 
about the value of our lands makes us 
perſiſt in a prohibition, that not only hurts 
the Iriſh and ruins ourſelves, but enriches 
France. Could we have acted more 
fervilely, had we become a province of 
France, or rather, indeed, is not this the 
way to make us ſo? 


IT has been obſerved, from a careful in- 
veſtigation of the riſe and fall of empires, 
that feven centuries have proved a period fatal 
to the moſt of them. The preſent dynaſty 
of kings has reigned in England above ſeven 
hundred years. The kingdom has, during 
that time, fuffered violent concuſſions of 
party, and ſome gradual changes of govern- 
ment, but never yet any memorable revolu- 


/ 


IRELAND? SINTEREST, Ge. 35 


tion; for what is called the revolution, was 
not ſo conſiderable A * as the protector- 
ſhip. 


Bur, be that aSit may, Old England now 
feels decay, rapid beyond example. Her 
thirteen children, which if duly cheriſhed, 


might have ſupported her age with dignity 


and honour, are now, at one ſtroke, torn 


from her; and her load of debt preſſes ſo 


ſore upon her, that like an aged and diſeaſed 
matron, whoſe crutches have been pulled 
from her fide, ſhe already totters, and muſt 
ſoon tumble headlong down. 


I xNow that the downfal of England El 


been frequently uſed as the ſtale drug of par- 
ty ſpleen and perſonal diſcontent. I am al- 
ſo aware that her ſubſequent proſperity has 
almoſt turned every ſurmiſe of this kind in- 
to downright ridicule. It is, however, given 
to man but once to die; and though ſtren 


of conſtitution may prolong life beyond the 


phyſician's expectation, it does not follow, 
that he was wrong for N a e 
egen. 


THe influence of the 6 is tre 
eſt when in their meridian ; but their full 
effects are not produced till long after. The 


greateſt heat is not at twelve o clock, nor the 


D tide at the equinox. 
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Ir had been foreſeen, without the gift of 
prophecy, that the colonies could not con- 


tinue, very long, very dependent on the 


Engliſh crown; but it would have required 
that gift to foreſee, that men, of ſufficient 


plauſibility for ſtation, ſhould have conſpir- 


ed to precipitate the completion of their pre- 
dictions: which, like Caſſandra s, gain no 


credit, for the future, from the accompliſh- 


ment of the paſt. 


In the preſent perplexed ſituation of her 
affairs, I pronounce it, England has no re- 


ſource but Ireland. This L—d N h 


more than the price of each man's conſcience 
in the Cockpit ; whoſe genius never roſe 
higher than ſome temporary expedient to 
patch up the buſineſs of a ſeſſion ; who feel- 


ing himſelf unequal to the management of 


a great empire, has pared it down to the mea- 
{ure of his own abilities ; and who, harrafſed 
by oppoſition, vainly ſuppoſes that if he be 


found in a majority, he has gained a com- 
plete victory over the enemies of his country; 


even he ſaw that the poverty of Ireland was 


an inſurmountable bar to the exerciſe of his 
financiering talents, and therefore, no doubt, 
| Wiſhed to looſe ſome of her ſhackles in 1778. 


LY Bor the weavers of England, and the 
pedlars of Scotland, clamoured. That was 


enough to daunt his mighty ſpirit, who had 
ſagacity enough to diſcover that he might not 


be 


„ 
* 


knows full well; he who knows little 
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be in place to reap any crop from the ſeed 
ſown by himſelf. And, therefore, to gratify 
Mancheſter and Glaſgow, he became an ene- 


my to Ireland i in 1779. 


Tnus may you ſee, my fellow-countr 
men, that you can never expect redreſs. of 
grievances from the juſtice or even intereſt 
of a nation, whoſe firſt m r is overawed 
by a dozen or two of ſweaty caps, who 
brawl out, Great Diana, of the Epheſians, 
our craft is in danger.” 


* * 


Ar the ſame time, however, that [ cen- 
ſure an enlightened nation for ſuffering its 
councils not only to be influenced but con- 

- troled by mechanic ignorance, I muſt ſay 
that your own great council has been Rtill- - 
more criminal in never once, till the 12th 
of October 1779, uſing a an n to aer 
redreſs. | . 


WIuIIs all 8 even in idea, add 
| drefled againſt you, ſhe juſtified the cenſure 
of Sir OI W——y. She ſhewed a rea- 

dineſs to be corrupted, that even an Engliſh 

| houſe: of commons might bluſh. at. I 

can therefore conceive bur ſmall hopes 

of a legiſlative under the fame influ- 

ence with that, which, © more corrupt than 

the executive, has, by an impotent attempt 

1 to reſtrain her colonies, enſlaved their coun- 
try; * —_ ee by 1 


— 
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18 already become inſignificant and con- 
temptible; and Europe is not able to ſhew ' 
the world one nation, in which ſhe can 
pride herſelf.“ * EP | 


| IT is far from the ſcope of this eſſay to 
aim at ſtirring the blood of either England or 
Ireland, on the preſent occaſion. I with 
well to the former, ſo well indeed that I 
can only ſay, I wiſh better to the latter. If, 
therefore, an inflammatory line ſhould eſ- 
cape my correction, let my indignation, not 
my attachment, bear the blame. No man 
in Britain is more anxious do unite theſe ſiſter 
kingdoms, by every cordial, every honoura- 
ble tie. But no tie can be either cordial or 
honourable, that is not drawn by mutual in- 
tereſt. 
Tux this mutual intereſt be more gene- 
rally underſtood, it is hard to conceive, how 
either nations can be very ſanguine in the 
purſuit of it. If by endeavouring to ba- 
lance the relative importance of theſe coun- 
tries, the truth ſhall appear ſatire, 1 cannot 
help it. The fault, I am perſuaded, is in 


the nature of the one, I ſhall only-ftudy to 
| bd ſpeak 


. Theſe are the words 0 thoſe great F rench writers, 
Monteſquieu and Raynal. And it is remarkable that 
we have the teſtimony. of even a Scotchman, otherwiſe a, 
ſuſpicious evidence, that the Engliſh loſt all their poſſeſ- 
2 France from their tyranny and oppreſſion. See 

, n. | | IE 
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ſpeak the language” of an honeſt man; who 


lives without hopes, except to die without 
fears. Ten 1 


Ir behoveth us, at all times, but now more 


eſpecially, to form a juſt eſtimate of ourſelves, 


without prejudices, for or againſt us as a 
people. I ſay, againſt ourſelves— for, if the 


Engliſh over- rate their importance, we cer- 


— 


tainly under-rate ours. If their thoughts 


of themſelves be too high, ours are too low. 
Theirs are elated, ours are depreſſed. They 
have deſpiſed and injured us, ſo long and ſo 
ſucceſsfully, that we have got a habit of deſ- 
piſing, and conſequently of injuring ourſelves. 
We yield them an undiſputed ſuperiority, 
not only in the works of art, but in the pro- 
ductions of nature. The climate, the ſoil, 


the mental faculties, nay, the very beauty of 


the women, is preferable in England. Nor 
is there an endowment we flatter ourſelves 
upon, but that fooliſh one, the proweſs of 
our men. Rs | | 


AccusToMED to the obloquy of an inflat- 


ed ſiſter, we almoſt think ourſelves the con- 
temptible things ſhe calls us. But the max- 


im, reverence thyfelf, was never more appli- 


cable to individual, than political, perſons. 


If a people think meanly of themſelves, muſt ; 


they not be deſpiſed and inſulted by others ? 
Were it not for their acknowledged valour, 
no Iriſhman could ſhew his face in England ; 


where, though they do ſpend all their 


wealth, 
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wealth, they are fill received but as s unwel- 


come gueſts. . 


Kxow then yourſelves, ah people of 
Ireland, and a juſt reverence will be the 
conſequence. Your ſtrength lies in your 
numbers, your weakneſs in your divifions.' 
Your country is of much greater extent than 
Switzerland and the ſeven United Provinces 
taken together. And you know their ſtory. 
But extent is nothing without people. Your 
iſland contains three millions of men, though 
not as well fed, yet certainly, as ſtrong bodi- 


ed as ny in ——__ 


You are more numerous than the thirteen 
colonies which, we may venture to ſay, have - 


withdrawn themſelves from a yoke ; which 


neither they, nor their children, would have 
been able to bear. But your. being divided 
in opinion is of greater injury to you, than 
their being divided 1 in ſituation. : 


IRELAND, of all nations under the ſun, . 
affords the moſt fingular ſpectacle. It pre- 
fents you with a proteſtant intereſt, a popiſn 
intereſt, and an Engliſh intereſt ; but, till 


the year 1478, I never heard of an 1ri/h 


pop in Ireland ſince the reign. of queen 


Elizabeth. And I am of opinion, that, except 
in the eyes of a few ſpeculative men, it 


would not yet have been taken into contem- 
plation, had not the {ame infatuation, which 
dragooned 
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dragooned the colonies into independence, 


rouſed an oppreſſed people to recollect _ | 


ep alſo were men. 


„ 


ArrER a a ſtruggle of near ix indie 


years to preſerve' their liberties, it is ſcaree- 


* bl to be wondered at, that they have, 'of late, 
len into an apathy, from deſpair of better- 


ing their condition. They afe, now, only 
| alarmed at the proſpe& of deſtruction threat. 
ened ; merely, for their connection with a 
country, Whole ſucceſſes promiſe _ them no 


advantage, while * ambition involves them 
in certain mi ey . di Ne a 


:£ ? of LY * — 
85 4 * ; , 
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from the hands of e for 2 to 
think for yourſelves, is that a reaſon that you 
muſt tamely ſuffer for her malignant n 
oY, ts he 


F 


"Tazx muſt know little & the ſpirit of | 


any law, however well they may know the 


letter, who, call your armed aſſociations il- 
legal. As well might they ſay that, in hopes 
of redreſs from a judge of affize, I am not _ 
to prevent the ruffian whom I ſee advancing - 


to rob me, as argue, that I am to wait till 


ſome bungling act of parliament is framed to 


7 


e 5 legalize 
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legalize my reſiſtance, againſt foreign inva- 


fon. 


ALL laws, whether of nations or munici- 
pal, are but modifications of the univerſal 
law of nature. Nations, being political 

erſons, are in reſpect to each other, like 


individuals in their primitive ſtate, ſubject 


only to nature's law. Conſequently, nation- 


al reſiſtance is legal, prior to, and DOTY 
dent of, militia bills. 


S.% 


ee ee pretagd'es decide hb 


rights of kingdoms by the ſame maxims on 
which we ſhould determine the right of 
a gutter between individuals.” And the 
thing is not therefore ſo becauſe Monteſ- 
quieu has ſaid it; but he, being a wiſe man, 
has ſaid it, becauſe the thing is ſo. - Neceſ- 
fity would have been a law to itſelf if no- 
body had ever remarked it, 


Ir will argue the moſt exceſſive puſil- 


; Janimity i in this country, ſituated as ſhe now 


is, if ſhe does not manifeſt to all the world, 


that, having the ability, ſhe has alſo the a 


crity to protect herſelf, This ſpirit has al- 


ready produced the very beſt effects. For 


I aſk, what elſe preſerved us, laſt ſummer, 


from a foreign invaſion, and, * do- 


meſtic inſurrection ? 
IT wiLL 
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I wILL not ſay, from what quarter, the 
latter was to be expected; but this I will 
fay, that this country has been long enough 
the victim of civil rage and religious zeal. 
Let our parties all embark in one bottom, 
the proſperity of their country ; let our 
ſes be all ſwallowed up in the benevolence 
of chriſtianity. NO BEL , 
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Wurxx there was but one religion in Bu- 
rope, publicly profeſſed, it was the policy of 
England to maintain her ground in Ireland 

by the ſame arts, which firſt procured her 
a footing in it, namely, by civil diſſenſions. 
Whoever has read our neglected annals muſt 
recolle&, that the Engliſh alone never gained 
any memorable advantage over the Iriſh *. 
They only _ up a barbarous civil war, 
between chieftain and chieftain, and the 
fade they joined was generally victorious. 


Tris was the caſe when Henry II. 
eſpouſing the quarrel of Dermot, was, with 
all Leinſter at his back, willingly acknow- 
| | | | ledged 


Lord Caftlehaven, among others, remarks that in 
ſmall parties the Iriſh had generally the advantage over 
the Engliſh ; but that in pitched battles they were as 
generally defeated. The latter fact he accounts for by 
remarking that the Engliſh were well diſciplined, but the - 
Iriſh' not. That they ſhould, however, have the bet- 

ter in detachments, may be ſolved in the words of lord 

Eſſex, in a letter to queen Elizabeth, viz. The rebels 

have (though I do moſt unwillingly confeſs it) better ho- 
dies than thoſe men which your majeſty ſends over.” 
* MoRYSSON., 


I; 
2 | 


pr l 


- * — 
- 
” * 

4 bY. ITS. — 7 _— _ = a * ** - E — 2 
4 Sh —— 2 2 . — A 447 — — 2 _ 2 EI 'T J A q 5 2 — — - Y — - ” 
SY , 4 8 L — 8 * 2 - af $ A, 7 - 2 — * _ = — * 

„ee ere — . — SS 5 hag — — - 5 . 

1 af L : 8 ** * — e "4 © — * 4 3 
—_— — - - 
— — — — ——— — — — 2 — —— — — 1 


5 ES 
. * #7 er ? 
2 8 * 
— 1 ˖ . bk Cs 8 
rr 5 ng” A, 
a - LACS » — . by — 


k 


c SEPT +> 3 
. 
88 wt 


"Ss. 
— 2 — 


44 THE FIRST LINES OF. 


| ledged by the other-provinces, as their no- 
minal lord. But, out of that pale, a real 
and uniform obedience was never paid to the 
Engliſh crown, till the reign of Charles II. 
as Sir John Davis would hoy kdmitted, had 
he lived to that day. . abs 


Br this, however, as it may, "the ſrertign» 
ty of the Engliſh kings in this iſland, was 
invariably maintained by cheriſhing diſcord 
among the leading men. Till the reign of 
queen Elizabeth, the nation was divided be- 

tween what was called, the Engliſh and the 
, Friſh intereſt. Afterwards, the name of Iriſh 
was loſt in that of the Popiſh intereſt. 


. vols ent Fott 
-Hucu carl of Tyrone, was the firſt who 
uſed religion, as a pretext, to work the people 
to his purpoſes. Vet, the eatl of Eſſex has 
been heard to ſay, that he had no more re- 
ligion than his horſe Religion, however, 
is the ſtrongeſt hold, which artful and enter- 
prizing men can rake of the minds of a peo- 
ple, who have nothing elſe to contend for. | 


Tux animoſities, which ſo long ſubſiſted 
between the Engliſh and the Iriſh, had lit- 
tle need, one would think, of the incentive 
of religious zeal; eſpecially, when it is 
conſidered, that the whole Iriſh nation, (five 
families excepted) were treated, not only as 
aliens but as enemies; for, by the law of the 
land, an Engliſhman was intitled to E an 

Iriſhman with i panty. 1 
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Tur religion did, bomener, Kill farther 


ah bet the rage of party, is argued 
from the bloody . Fins. Bu t that 


a violation of civil, rather than of —— 


rights, was at the bottom of, this horrid af- 


fair, muſt he, Man to im e 


| Examiner. 4 


4 4 4 


THERE is TENG room in 'this K10 Ge a full 
diſquilition of this mätter, 9 if this Were 


the place for, it. Be it . oply, remembere, 12 
that, in 10 1 amss ; I. "ratified the peac 
concluded wit 


That in 1607, G Nia, who had all this 


Ty rone by queen E izabeth. 


' while demeaned bimſelf peaceably, Was 25 


clared traitor, upon the ſole teſtimony 


1.4 


anonymous letter, dropped in the Pry 


Council chamber. That not only his territo- 


ty, but five other counties of Ulſter. were, 


upon the ſame ſuſpicious evidence, ſeized by 


the king, and granted to his hungry favou- 
nun and kinsfolk from Scotland. 


Tuan it is net fo 8 = in _— 2 a 


ſpace , theſe men, or their ſons, ſhould 


make a violent effort to repoſſeſs themſelves 


of theit eſtates, ſo unjuſtly wreſted from 


them. And if in the conduct of this enter- 
| prize, murders were committed, ſufficient 
to diſgrace the Ixiſh annals, it ſhould be con- 
feſſed. That en are 2 855 N oy 

00082 1431 FILE: t 


* Gn died at Rome in 1616, the rebellion broke 
.. ont twenty-five Jean: aſter his death. ; | 
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That, however guilty the papiſts might have 
been in plundering and ſtripping many pro- 
teſtant families at the firſt riſing ; yet, certain 
it is, that, very ſoon after, the Scotch army, 
perpetrated a very inhuman maſſacre in the 
county Down :—That the bloodſhed com- 
mitted by the papiſts was, moſtly, by the 
droſs of the people, but not vice verſa: and 
laſtly, that whoever compares the murders 
on each fide, collected in + lord Clarendon's 
hiſtory of that rebellion, will find little rea- 
ſon to praiſe the clemency of either party. 


Bur our anceſtors were barbarians! And 
we ſhould only riſk the imputation of not 
being very civilized at this day, if we were 
rr HA 


I Am more particular on this ſubject, per- 
haps, than neceſſary; not that I am either 
a papiſt, a tory, or a whig, or indeed of any 
other party ; but becauſe I would inculcate 
moderation on all: Being of Mr. Addiſon's 
opinion, that no man can he violent in any 
without guilt. 1 | iÞ 


Bur though of no party, I wiſh well to 
all. In proof of this, I declare my ſentiment, 
that the Teſt act ought to have met a re | 
laſt ſeſſion, in favour of diſſenters. For, it 
political diſtinctions were removed, religi- 
ous enmity would ſoon ſubſide, ow: 

; 3 „„ lr! 


+ QQavo Edition, London, 1720. 7 
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Wuar l you won't allow a difſenter to 
execute the laws of his country, but as a 
conſtable, and yet you permit him to aſſiſt 
in making thoſe laws. You give the greater, 
but refuſe the leſs. You thould know that 
the confeſſion of faith differs ſo little from 
the thirty- nine articles, that a diſſenter 


thinks he may, for a lucrative office, take 


the teſt with a ſafe conſcience, though his 
miniſter does not wear a white eng 


Lr religious and civil liberty 80 hand 
in hand. We blame the narrow maxims of 
Eng land for coercing the one, whilſt we our 
lelves reſtrain the other. Let us approve our- 
ſelves worthy of a thorough emancipation, 
by throwing off the ſhackles of the mind. 
: The mind has full as juſt a right to enjoy its 

opinions, as the body to exercile its induſ- 
* | 0.25 YE, INS 


Ir we would defeat the machinations of 
thoſe who rejoice in our diſcords, i. e. in 
dur thraldom, let us Put the diſſenters in 
| good humour, by an act; which, without in- 

| Juring any body, would not ſerve one in a 

thouſand of them, and yet would gratify all. 
If we would ſee our country flouriſhing in 
agriculture, let us give the labouring papiſt 
a ſtill greater intereſt in the land he tills. 
In fine, if we would live in harmony, peace 
and induſtry, we muſt attach all our natives 

to the government under which they ne 
N 


* 
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I sx all ſocieties, there are, at all times, ſome/ 
| Whole ſituation being precarious, unhappy, „ 

or deſperate, wiſh for war and Ener com- 
{ties in hopes of bettering their pri- 
vate fortune. But in Ireland, above all 
countries, this is remarkably the caſe. Here 
the people, politically and commercially 
enſlaved, are, from want of employment, 
driven to want and beggary, upon the moſt 
fruitful ſoil and under the moſt genial cli- 
mate. They are of courſe, for ever gaping 
for innovation, and in their hearts armed for 
inſurrection. They will all fairly own to 
you, that their condition may be amended, 
bat that 1 it cannot be made worle, F 


a 
þ 1 85 N 


"Tran theſe WOE ſhould” prevail, 
among the loweft orders of all perſuaſions, 
is not to be wondered at. But when we re- 
fle&, that, over and above this galling yoke . 
of civil reſtrictions, a vaſt majority of the 
multitude is harneſſed with a heavy chain of 
| Hibs penaltics, it would be infatuation 
to ſuppoſe, that they would not ſnatch-at 
the firſt opportunity to avenge themſelves of 


| <3 oppretfors, though they may a of 


thorough PIO: „4 
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of il ION" ang to Auen twenty 
nd | "IRON 


1 e 0 
0 X . ' ; p 
* 8 . 147 1 9 1 


* Ke 11 you prick us, FP we not 1 5 If vou is 


us do we 5 die? and if Jou wrong us, ſhall we not re- 
venge ?“ > © SHAKESPEARE. 
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thouſand Iriſh papiſts, acting as ſpies, pio- 
neers and plunderers for the invaders, I would 
not ſay they were found in rebellion, becauſe 
they were papiſts, but becauſe they were 
needy and oppreſſed; The * Baotian air 
they breath has not ſo confuſed their intel- 
tects, as not to diſcriminate between a war 
for religion, and one for dominion and eom- 
merce. They ſee the French' fighting for 
preſbyterians in America, and can never be- . 


ſiieve that they come to <ftabliſh e « 
Ireland. 


1 0 ”- 4 ; 
. 9 # | 5 , © 2 1 
1 4 14. F 


3 ne viſible enough 
already in the higher ranks, may in time 
accrue to the Roman Catholics, from the 
feeble effort made, laſt ſeſfion, to relax tlie 
penal laws, it is plain that the lower ranks 
have, Is yet, felt no benefit. The poor argue 
only frqͥm their feelings and till they feel 
the faxe ur they cannot return the gratitude. 
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Ir bedlültwe however, no great ſagacity 
' to. ſee through the motives of this ſmall in- 
dulgence towards them. It was ſuggeſted 
that the affectiops of the diſſentets were loſt ; 
it was dreaded that the American cauſe was 
theirs; and a French invaſion would have 
rendered the catholics alarming, from their 
numbers. A coalition of the diſſenting and 
popiſh Ree brew. formidable, even in 
Idea. W. egen GO 4 BIS £2 i bh 


From thy Bœotia now her power retires. Pops. 
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In ſuch an exigence what was to be done ? 
Parliament was not yet ſufficiently enlight- 
ened to comprehend the barbarous impolicy 


of the penal laws. Its prejudices were, there - 


fore, to be humoured, the papiſts cajoled, 
and the diſſenters lighted. 2 


— 


Tas 1 eee to > VE a be- 


ſent turn, without even a vagrant view to 
publick good, ſhould produce an effect, con- 
trary to that intended. Inſtead of foment- 
ing jealouſies, it ſhould cool ill blood, and 
heal every breach that has been made among 


us. 


f * 


Tur (Edt 1 0K of neland 8 Fre wa 
pendence, I ſhall not dwell upon, For, 
though a queſtion of right, it is one fo ſin- 
- gular, that it cannot be, decifively, diſcuſſed 
upon paper. The caſuiſts, indeed, of the 
Britiſh parliament, have declared that < the 
King's majeſty, by and with the conſent of 
the lords, &c. &c. hath power and authority 
to make laws and ſtatutes of ' fufficient force 
and validity to bind the kingdom and people 
of Ireland.“ Mr. Molyneux has, never- 
theleſs, made. it more clear than the fire. 
yy hich burned his book, that the parliament 
of I——d has juſt as good a right to make 
laws to bind the kingdom and people of 
E. — d. Though the Dean of Glouceſter 
ſays, his book ſerved no purpoſe but to un- 
FH gi 
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fettle people's minds and create much diſtur- 


bance, and that his arguments have no 


weight. Vet he ſets about anſwering, or, 
as he calls it, confuting them. But the 


only argument he adduces, which glances 


at confutation is, where he tells you 756 
Parliament of Great Britam thought it ne- 


ceſſary to be very explicit on this point, and 


to aſſert her Joerg „ in the enkel 


terms. 


Bor bs me tell Dr. Tucker, that Bowes | 


ver. well I may have approved of his.plan 
for declaring America free—in which Dr. 
Johnſon * could not conceive him to be ſeri- 
| ous—yet I muſt ſay, that commercial ſkill, 

political ſagacity, and even love for a man's 
country, cannot atone for party bigotry, 
for contempt of the rights, and prejudice 
againſt the intereſts of all other nations. 
And let me tell him farther, that the parlia- 
ment of Great Britain may paſs whatever 
declaratory acts ſhe chuſes, provided that, 
in a paroxiſm of her legiſlative ſovereignty, 
ſhe goes no farther; becauſe an u e 
claim dener, no right. 94k", 


Hap this ſovereign ite pars at 


declaratory acts, E-—d would not have, fo 
ſoon, loſt ſo much ground i in North America. 
And now tell me, in your turn, reverend 
Dean, have the * which would cxcrcile, 


. N 1 35380 thoſe 
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thoſe declared rights, as yet acquired ſufficient | 
force and validity to bind the colonies ? and 
if they have not, tell me when they will. 
And if they cannot acquire them over a new 
people, why ſhould they over a kingdom, 
whoſe antiquity gave rank to the kings of 
England among the crowns of Europe? 


As the king of Great-Britai. is not only 
king of Ireland, but moreover king of France, 
I wonder that this ſame ſovereign legiſlative 
parliament, has not made laws, of ' ſufficient 
force and validity, to bind the kingdom and 
people of France, | 


Bur may the queſtion of Ireland's ſubor- 
dination, to any legiſlative but her own, 
continue for ever a point of mere ſpeculati- 
on, rather than that it ſhould, at any time, be 
decided by the lagic of kings. The ac- 
knowledged loyalty of this kingdom, her 
inviolable attachment to the houſe of Ha- 
nover were, onc9, ties which bound her to 
her ſiſter kingdom ſo cloſely, that nothing 
but very hard treatment could have looſened 
them. They are happily not yet diſſolved. 
One ſingle act of juſtice would recover the 
affections of this Fey, 13 0 


E75 has an n indubitablg right to ſhut 
her own ports, and thoſe of all her depen- 
dencies againſt us; but no farther: ſhe has 
no right to ſhut up our ors To do this, 


the , 
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the authority of. the king, lords, and com- 
mons of Ireland is only EAPO: 


LET us, however, fanale that one 1 


1 — will be taken, and that A FREE TRADE 


(as above deſcribed) will be granted to 


this kingdom — no man, now alive, could 


ſiee ſuch advantages derived from it, as from 

perſeverance in our non- import agreements. 
Whereas, England, by our reſcinding 
the aſſociations, would inſtaritaneouſly, feel 
the benefits, by a recovery of the Iriſh 
market, now nearly loſt. It will be long, 
very long, before the good effects of a 


free trade will become very viſible, in this 


IIA unemployed cones 


Bur if, on the other hand this j jut: re- 
ee ſhall, after mature Jeliberstiam be 
trifled with; it will bring about ſuch an una⸗ 


nimity and perſeverance, as nothing elſe could 


effect; except the doubling of the guards ſet 


upon us: — A meaſure now rumoured to be 


in contemplation. This will at once bring 
matters to the criſis, which men of deſperate 


fortunes wiſh for, and which every man of | 


I property maſt ſhudder at the thought of. 


Mav the genius of wiſdom inſpire 92 


councils of Great Britain ! May ſhe ſee the 
things which belong to her peace, in time! 


She has been, hitherto, a year too late in all her 
proceedings with America. If ſhe now hopes 
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to take Time by the fore - lock, by ſending over 
an army of Scotch ſavages, ſhe will find this 
meaſure, as precipitate as the others have 
been dilatory. This will be to cry HAvock! 
and to let ſlip the dogs of war :—which, 
from national antipathy, would * feel unuſual 


luxury in lapping the blood of Iriſhmen. 
Yet Owen O'Nial in 1646, cut to pieces 


the Scotch army, which in 1641, ae 


trated the maſlacre 1 in Iſle Magee. 


To allay the heats which will be raiſed by 
refuſal of a right, to which every law (both 
divine and human, except thoſe. of Ed) 
give this kingdom as perfect a claim, as to 


light, air, or any other common benefit of 


nature, twenty-four thouſand men will not 
fuffice. But an act of juſtice will, at once, do 
what all the force,ſhe can now ſpare, never can 
atchieve. God forbid that I ſhould think of 


a gs alliance. I abhor the idea. 


LET it, however, be remembered, 8 
in 1745, when Ireland was loyal, when 


Scotland was in rebellion, Lord Cheſterfield+ 


_ arr ed. 


** 


Crudum devorarent Priamum, Priamique pale 


+ That name will be for ever celebrated for the pru- 
dent government of Ireland, at a period when temerity 
wight have proved ruinous. And every man (of modera- 
tion in this kingdom) gratefully acknowledges that the 
wiſe conduct of Lord eee has hitherto des 
ſeeved equal honour. f : 
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arrayed, in the fingle county of Antrim, thir- lt! 
ty * thouſand proteſtants. The county of 
Down. is not leſs numerous; Tyrone and 
Derry are large and populous ; Armagh is 
ſmall, but exceedingly populous. Say then, 
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that they could ſupply but twenty thouſand je 
men each, and the other counties of Ulſter, . i 
but fifteen each. You may obſerve, that 0 
one province alone, could turn out, upon an lj 
occalion of extreme neceſſity, pro aris & fo- W 
ci, nearly two hundred thouſand proteſtants; 10 
all zealous in the cauſe of civil and religious N 
ty 


liberty, all able and willing to defend their 
rights. Fa * N 5 ee TELE 


7 


* „ 


Suprosk, again, that the reſt of this 
kingdom could furniſh but one-fourth of that 
number; and, making every reaſonable de- 
duction, it is evident that this deſpiſed king- 
dom contains, of proteſtants only, above 
twice the numbers which have decided the 


—  — — — 
”» * * T "8 Jus Fs - 3, wt —— 


fate of America. . 

Ix may, perhaps, be objected that the © 
volunteer companies do not amount to above 

a fifth of that number. But conſider, that 

the volunteering ſpirit is only beginning to 

riſe, and is nothing now to what it will be? 
if the dread of an invaſion ſhould hang over 
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us for another year. 
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ome uniform: which, in this poor country, 
ſo few ate able to do, that it is rather ſur- 
prizing to ſee ſo many well-drefled men in 
it. Add to this, the pitiful devices of ma- 
ny gentlemen to ſuppreſs a ſpirit, which they 
ſuppoſed muſt be offenſive to their ſuperiors ; 
from whom they expe&ed- favours, and to 
we: whom they vod ; e pay vary com- 
* plliment. 


Titre are numberleſs inſtances, where, 
by ſeeming encouragement, the armed aſſo- 
ciations have been, materially, diſcouraged. 
But a caſe might emerge, in which the autho- 
ty of ſuch gentlemen might be depoſed ; 
as their repreſentation i is, ſometimes, ſet aſide 
at gi can foo N gan, In 


MF In + an eſſav, on the intereſts ar Ireland i in 
F 4586, it will be naturally expected, that 
ſomething ſhould be ſaid of an UnIon ; a ſub- 
je& ſo much talked of, and yet fo little un- 
+ 4 derſtood. But it was not originally intended 
do touch upon it;“ as the temper of the 
1 publick, on either ſide the water, appeared 
9 not ſufficiently calm for the temperate diſ- 
cuſſion of this, above all other queſtions. 
Nor ſhould the ſubje& be now taken up, if 
certain ideas had not been diſſeminated (even 
ſince this eſſay went to the preſs) Which have 
in ſome proces. taken deep root. . 


i C73 © i Ot 29 11 418 ; 
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IT was not clear to me whether a nearer 
connection, at preſet, met the inclinations of 
either the governors or governed in Great 


| Britain or Ireland; but 1 now am certain 


that it ought to meet them in both. It was 
once a 56.0 of expediency ; it now turns 


upon the hinge of neceſſity. And the ſooner 


this union takes place, it will be ſo much the 
| better for both countries. ? 


Tarr a ppears to be a ſtrange revolution 
in the political ſentiments of the Iriſh nation, 
And, as there are enthuſiaſts in politicks as 
well as religion, they aim ndw at higher 
things than equal privileges; waar, Ihe talk of 


diſunion, and a total mation, * = f 


Bux ſuch is 20 es to the crown of 

England, that however I may abjure the 
Fa. Cr of a B—-ſh parliament, I would: 
not chuſe to meet the queſtion of diſunion, 


even on the ground of (ſpeculation, I ſhall, 
therefore, conſider an union as a meaſure the 


moſt expedient, which, in the preſent criti" 
cal fituation of affairs, can be adopted ;- by. 
thoſe who have the power, either to pro- 
mote or to obſtruct it. And for method's 


ſake, I ſhall ſet out with a definition. 


Bx an vntoN of Great Britain and Lesland, | 


is meant ſuch a thorough incorporation of 


the iſlands; that r ſhall no longer remain 
Dr 01 unn s two. 
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©. two ſeparate ang diſtinct kingdoms, under 
rr 1128 7117 71 775 452 er- 
one crown, but ſhall 'become identified in 
laws. and law-givers, in freedom of trade, 
and every other privilege and immunity. 


. Ir I am aſked, do I include an identifica- 
tion of taxes ? I ſhall ſay no! Scotland is unit» 
ed as I have defined, and yet the quantity 
and quality of taxation is very different. 
The lame likewiſe may, I believe, be ſaid 
of Wales. bet 05 Kg 


UNDER this deſcription of an union, ſhal 
we heſitate upon its preſent expediency, an 
dream of acquiring a better conſtitution than 
that of England? which, corrupted though 
it be, no country, but Eutopia, ever ſhewed 
its equal. Shall we, hugging ourſelves in our: 
Tags, and glorying in our potatoes and but- 
termilk, deſpiſe the benefits of whole cloaths, 
hacon and bread ? and all for what? For 
fake of wading, through currents of blood, 
to an independence, which, in the end, can 
yield no greater advantages, than a union. 
The ancient proverb ſhould never be for- 
goiten: N e . 
He that would fair England 5+ 
Muſt with Ireland firſt begin. is 


To avoid the certain evils which muſt. en- 
ſue, in ſearch/of an uncertain good, ought. 
any well-wiſher to himſelf or his country, 
think of any thing farther than being put 

| 1 1 . | upon 
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got. alarmed, .good- people 10 Ireland ! Y So | I 
intereſt, i is n Wn ſo nearly connect ected, 18 5 100 
may ſuppo with 10 5 ae bi 
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views are limited by a title, a 
penſion; and whoſe ſor bf) Di 


confined to the hackſtering. of a borough, Pg il 
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of this conntry. Which, with them, goes 
on well enough, if 228 can but ſtave off 3 
| union. L 


A BOROUGH-MONGER will even vote for LEY 
a land-tax, rather than ſuch a hateful mea- 
ſure: which, according to this virtuous pa- 
triot, would ruin the city of Dublin, and 
degrade old Ireland from its rank among the | 


kingdoms of the cath, e ee de 


You cannot depend on the opinions of ſome 
diſintereſted, and even ſenſible men .amon 
them, whoſe prejudices hang ſuch a bias on 
their mind, as would diſgrace a cotton wea- 
ver of Mancheſter.” The ſenator, who talks 
to be ſilenced, will-loſe his conſequence and 
opportunity, and therefore will cry aloud ahd 
ſpare not E a union and a lande tax. 


Ar As! miſtaken man, and does not your 
land, at this day, pay every tax? You may 
ink to ſhove it off to ſomething elſe, to | 
beer, to ale, to whiſkey, to hearths, to 
ſtamps, and God knows 5 *. in ain 
Your land be; all. | uk \ 
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you can ſcarcely ſqueeze enough from'them, 
for your attendance, this winter, in par- 


liament? This is the fact. Deny it if 
vo can. It ſpeaks to your comprehenſi- 


ons. And I tell you, plainly, you ſhould 
look for the caufe ſomewhere elſe, 1155 
merely, under the epics or ee 


Troven I mould even be b at as 2 
party writer, the character I moſt deteſt, I 
muſt ſay, that happy would it be, for theſe 
nations, if every other tax were aboliſhed, 
and all laid upon the land ; fo happy, indeed, 
ps the corruption of the day wal 1 
it, as an een ſyſtem. 


* 


Bur Mr. Locke was no fanciful wri- 
ter, nor yet an anonymous Dublin ſcribler; 
hear therefore what he ſays; and, after him, 


all conſiderate men. It is in vain, in a 


country whoſe great fund is land, to hope 
to lay the charge of the government on any 
ching elſe. There at laſt it will terminate. 
The merchant (do what you can) will not 
bear it, the labourer: cannot, and therefore 
the e Helder muſt. . ** g ai n 


7 
97 


0 know that the very belt aun 


cannot give credit to nonſenſe. But he 


muſt be blind enough who cannot ſee that; 
under, the preſent. pernicious ſyſt yſtem,  Aall-taxes, 
even thoſe paid by foreignets upon im- 
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ec, gers to the tax collectors: In 15 
places, the taxes do not pay their ſe 
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you, in parliament, lay four pounds additio- 


nal upon a ton of claret, dots not the mer- 


Gant t i. dn wen pe, de Ren 


you, and does not your land pay for that s 
The caſe is . fimilar in every other line. 


F 1 8 F 214 GET 
When your poor tenants. diſtreſs is ſold for 


two ſhillings hearth-money #, 1s not that the 
very diſtreſs you might have ſold for your 


Sd. e284 TFH ; rise 7 Tr 42 1 : 
Tuxx conſider that, in this diſtreſſed 

: Deen 
country, near a fourth of all that is collect- 


bane d 


8 A tax aboliſhed in England at the 7 evolution, be- 


£ 
« 3 . wud 


- 


cauſe reckoned, by the preamble of the act, „not on! 


a great oppreſſion to the” podret fort, bur à badge of f 
very on the whole people, expoſing every man's houſe to 


be entered into, and fearthed at pleaſure, by, perſons un- 


known to him.“ If this tax was an oppreſſion, of the 


"It 
w d Pe 


poorer ſort in rich England, what muſt it be in poor 


Treland- : where we all know it to be cuſtbmꝭry for the 
wives of laborers (Who go to England and elſe- 
where to work) to leave their huts to avoid this tax, and 
ſometimes go a begging; during the ſummer, , Yet it 
frequently happens, that the hearth-· money colle dor, or 

his deputy, returns in winter, when theſe poor wretches 


are ſuppoſed to have returned, to exact this impoſt. And 


1 have; with theſe eyes, ſeen thoſe wretched women 


running almoſt naked, (their blanket or wheel being ſeized 


for a diſtreſs) to the magiſtrate, for ſupport of his own, or 
the clergyman's certificate (not drawn rhaps according 


to the letter of the law) of their iriability to pay hearth- 


money, atid the monſter cantiby their diſtreſs, without 


poſſibility of redrefs. Several: ſuch caſes could, if ne: 
ceſſary, be authenticated by affidavits. 
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Add to this, the. perq quiſites of office, A 
ſurve We of Exciſe, ſelsom ehe leſs 7 


300 year. PS * 7 4 


24 


' AND does not 50 land pay tas all this? 


Are not the diſtillers, your tenants, all in- 
digent? And does not their indigence affect 
| your farming tenants, ? I repeat it, your re- 
venue laws operats, as penal ſtatutes, againſt 


agriculture. And you, though Your 15 not | 


dance, pay the ow: 1 


„ . nothing elle but chianing: this had; of 
that ſwarm ee officers, was to be eſ- 
fected; ſome other mode of collecting the re- 
venue Thould be deviſed. In themſelves, the 
general diſgrace of human nature, they are 
at preſent, one grand obſtruction to the proſe 


perity of Ireland. But their commiſſions 


are held out as proviſion for baſtards, pimps 


$ and footmen ; and they are conceived to be 
the janiſſaries of government. But did we ever. 


hear of this ſober, honeſt band being called 
in to ſerve their country in time of need? 


13 


A An is the only one ee 1 
oppoſes the progreſs of induſtry in any line; 


for being adjuſted by the value or pound rent, 


grounds, whether good or bad, reclaimed or 


W e are not differently affected by 
Beſides, it would lighten, at-leaſt, the 
one half of our preſent burden, and at the, 


fame time rn an equa revenue, to. dhe 
crown. 
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grown. For then, not only the falaries and | 
exactions of petty officers, but the advanc- 
dd prices, upon every additional impoſt, of 
the importer, of the brewer, of the diſtiller, 
of the &c. &c. would be ſaved to the con- 


Ku 


ſumer, i i. e. to the Ind. a 


App to this, if our ports were made free, 
4nd all duties aboliſhed, then ſmuggling 
would be at once ſuppreſſed; for then all 
would be free and, therefore, fair traders. 
Every body knows what a prodigious ſhare 
of the trade 25 Ireland is carried on by ſmug- 
gling ; which never can be ſuppreſſed by a 
ſet of vermin, whoſe employments depend 
upon its exiſtence ; and who therefore treat 
it, as phyſicians do a flow fever in a rich ir" 
tient. 5 . 

ent is nothing more deluſive than 
the outward appearance of ſome political 
truiſms. This is one of them that an exclu- 
ſive tax upon land, would, in time, raiſe rents 
far above the amount of the tax.“ Tenants 
and their wives, who now go barefoot, would 
ſoon wear brogues, and they who now 
wear a would hen; wear ſhoes, ys 

| | e 


e 
2 


,* To think of making the tenants ny the 14 18 
becauſe of the clauſes, of late years obtruded into their 
leaſes, that they ſhall pay all taxes, is ridiculous. Unable 
to bear the impoſts already laid on Aue our e would 
then be N indeed | 


/ 
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To on, till, at length, there would be a ved 
manry in Ireland. 


As to the mighty ebjotion chat we - ſhall 
loſe dignity by becoming one with England, 
it is mockery of common ſenſe, That we 
ſhall make a worſe bargain than we ought, 
whenever there is a coalition, -I have little 
doubt. But it muſt be a bad bargain id» 
deed, if it do not lift us ee rf above 
our preſent depreſſed ſituation, wallowiag in 
abject corruption, to preſerve what? the 
ſhadow of a name |! of a kingdom ! without 
parliamentary juriſdiction, without even a 
parliamentary L——«-e, except to — 
the moſt deſtructive modes of taxation. 


BETTER to have it buried in oblivion, this 
we,once,ranked among the moſt ancient king- 


doms in Europe, than to be thus ſubjected 


as we are; without empire, without inde- 
pendence, without dignity, without a ſingle 
attribute of royalty : : Unleſs, it may be, caf- 
tle levies and Tp balls, ſtate trampetots and 
battle- axe guards. 


IsreAk not of our conſtitutional rights : I 
takethin gs as they are in fact. And the truth is, 
if we ever had aconſtitution, we have none now. 
We who ſince the days of Henry VII. could 
not originate a ſingle bill :—who in the reign 


of William III. ftupitly taxed our woollens, 


tantamouht. to a prohibition, and never ſince 


repealed the law: - Who tamely ſubmitted 


10 a twice tried for the ſame crime, under 


b> K the 
C News bl puniri poteſt pro eodem delicto. JUSTIN. 


> 


— — — 


TE... 
— 


8 — = — 


6 THE FIRST LINES OF 


the ſame glorious memory :—who, are actu- 
ally taxed (palliate as you will) by the Poſt- 
office act: —and who, under George I. 
ſuffered our Peers to be caſtrated of their pri- 
vileges, without making any adequate effort 
to preſerve or recover them. 


| Wann we call our conſtitution ſhould ra- 
ther be called the ſtigma of our national in- 
feriority, and, therefore, if we can, by the 
amputation, riſe to a level with Eng- 
Jand, it ſhould be cut off like a foul wen, 
which disfigures our naturally fair propor- 
tions. But Horace's lover admired the wen 
upon the neck of his miſtreſs ; and a Pied- 
monteſe thinks it deformity to want one. 


1 me, ieee if I 
make ſo light of what ſome of you hold ſo 
ſacred. If I err, my head alone is in the 
fault, for my heart o erflows with. good 
wiſhes towards you. I ſuſpect my own judg- 
ment, but it is not becauſe I differ from the 
multitude. 


Wurn James I. meditated an union be- 
tween England and Scotland, he found it 
impracticable. He could prevail no far- 
ther than to have his countrymen naturalized. 
Such were the prejudices at that time ! It was 

not, till many a ſucceſſive hoſt of them was 
vanquiſhed, that a meaſure fo ſalutary was 
adopted. But experience has' ſhewn that 
all the objections to * on both ſides, origi- 
nated 
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nated from either puerility, indpethy, or 
—_—— of heart, 


Tur only objection which merits a ſeri- 
ous anſwer 1 is, what advantages in trade has 


England to give in return for increaſed tax- 
ation, now that ſhe has loſt America ? It is 
true ſhe has not as much to give now as for- 
merly. But, when ſhe could command the 
American trade, her pride, overpowering her 
prudence, would not let you into partner- 
ſhip, for any advantages you could bring her. 
And remember you were more averſe to the 
meaſure then than even now. 


Bur if England cannot give you the Ame- 
rican trade, ſhe can give you a quiet and un- 
moleſted leave to make your beſt of it, and 
of every other trade. And what you ſhould 


ſtill more ambition, ſhe may, in exchange 


for the worſt, give you the very beſt police 
in the world: which you cannot otherwiſe 
expect, no not even from a total diſconnec- 
tion. Let me, however, aſk ' what had 
England to give Scotland, at ther union, in 
lieu of increaſed taxation ? And it muſt be 
anſwered, that ſhe had nothing to give: for 
Scotland was free as England, to trade to 


every part of the wane we the er 


Indies. 


8 * v7 * 
4 


„Bor you ill 17 that a fes wade may be 
| purchaſed at too dear a rate. And ſo ſay I. 


And 


* 


Ayd it will be the fault of your own negoci- 
tors if you pay too much for it. 


Bp aſſured, however, that whether a uni- 
on, ſhall take place or not, Ireland would. 
be a much happier country than it is, if it 
had not a fingle borough town in it. I ſpeak 
not of them in the hackneyed ſtile, of their 
being the rotten part of our conſtitution ; for 
if we can be faid to have a conſtitution at 
all, they are juſt as ſound as any other part 
of it: for from the crown of the head, to 
the ſole of the foot, there is no whole part 


in it. 


ILersAxk of them now, as being the peſt 
and, bane of induſtry. If tbere be a thriv- 
Wwe borough any where, it muſt thank ſome 
extraordinary concurrence.of circumſtances, 
not the owner, ; . whoſe barbarous ambition 
checks gvery.effort towards induſtry, left the 
tattered: burgeſs, and half-ſtarved. freeman 
ſhould became refractory, and think of any 
reprefentative,. but of his chooſing. . * 


#5 WOT 649585 7 1 . FE 4 Wel 
Tux ſpirit of all corporate bodies mili- 
tates: againſt manufacture; and, unleſs the 
corporations of the city of Dublin be 
modelled: upon a more extenſive plan 
than at preſent, the end of thoſe virtu- 
ous aſſociations, originally entered into for 
preservation of their famiſhing mechanicks, 
will, be fruſtrated, z, as ta any great nagonal 
RET „ > oe. 
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purpoſe. And well if, under the very beſt 


regulations, a country ſo poor as this, can 
rival one, which can hou n for more 


months, than it can for: urs. 

Loox at the great. ee e towns 
of England, as ſee whether they are car» 
ried on by corporations. Leeds; Mancheſ- 
ter, Sheffield, Birmingham, do not even 


ſend members to parliament. Every cor 


e that would. thrive moſt be free. 


\Woure theimpitet of Britain be the place | 


it is, if the ſelfiſhneſs of corporate bodies'could 
have confined manufactures within the walls 


of the city of London, properly ſo called? 


where no perſon - is allowed to exerciſe his 
trade, who has not ſerved his apprentice- 


ſhip there. And what is the conſequence? 


London has declined ſo much, that its old 


walls do not contain * half the numbers it 
| rr args cantuty. 3 ha $3073 0 5189 


Tas cy of Wedkmidfies my he ond | 


dered as the overflowings of London,” and 
is now the greater city of the two; becauſe 
every man can work there who will, with- 
out having his induſtry cramped by 1 unna- 
tural reſtraints. 'When a man buys a piece 
ef goods any where, does he 'ever aſk, did 
your journeyman ſerve an apprenticeſhip ? 


or' " did he _—_ Did he e it Bete d or there? 43 


— my EN 1 ET 
- 
* 5 "Y 
9 } c 


0 en 


0 Se the bills of mortality &c. 


od in <a 
— — 
. ——̃ —(— 


— _— -<4 
— — 


— — —— 
* 2 — — 
... ᷣ ͤ —T— —— —— — 


— 


Aa — 
—— 
— — 


2 r 
— * ” — 1 — — x > 

” — — — « — — — 
— eh ep Eüdd1m—ö 


7 — — — — 


— 


— 
— 


— 
— — — — 


—— 
— 
— 


— — 
DC, — 


—— — — — 


— 


. ͤ ᷣ Hr = 


— —— — — — —A—A—W= — 


_ 2 —— 3 —— 
— 
— — ww 


— — — 8 
— bf > 
8 - 


— — — 


LD Pa - a = 7 
— 2 — — 1 4 PO * 8 
* — — w * . * „ > —. e — Wy . — 
——- —_ = 'Y 2 - - Is „ = "I 4 2 o m_ - a; * =, _- * as _- PREP 
— -— ES —— _ — — 1 : — - ” _»7 -=% L FY 2 > 1 — 5 — o — = 
— = r 3 W * > > 8 — - — = — — — 3 2 — — 22 1 2 IT _ 8 
ö — h N. 533 - - — — x - = —_— — 4 — . -4 —— — 2 ky —_ 32.25: 
i r -  _ - gs 2 by "ey a f 7 1 1 * . $ 3 7 BY 
— TI — 233 - > FR . 7 — - 4 — — > — - > = * — PP 1 * 2 - - 0 « b - wn = T3; Wu ENS >=. _ 
” = - _— - 2 * — — — — — 2 4 1 - - 4 2 2 1 * 
- — — — * — — * — — 5 * - bs . - * * hu — — 1 = £4 
2 — — . r * * i 2 "JI — 2 75 8 - < — —— * 2 
— — k — i — — —— — A A» Dm = > = 
— — _— _—_ Tn - = . EET A — — 78 
— — — 2 — — — — L * 8 s — 5 = — ” — » _ 2 5 
— — — — VETO — — — x — Es. ————— — * 1 — 
— — — —— = : Za —ImS<=> _———I 4 — - — . „ rr 8 CEE. as — — 4} = - - — 7 * 
— — 0 Ss \ > =. =, — — — = "= 2 * + + — Sc <2 Se > 4 . — * ES —Y 
— Sg = £3 q £ 2 =o : * r — Fre agg tory 
— — - * = a. _ Sp * * — — — — — — —.— — > == = — 4 = = CESS = 
- > — IS - = — =; _ 2 — — — — — — — _ — — 2 — — 
- - — — - 2 . — 
2 « 


02S - > — 
\ — > } —_— _ 
TINS 
4 _ — 7 * 
— = 
= - w _ by - - 
— *._- - 
"DOA — 
— RIES 
2 —— 
- * —— — 
** — . 


= 


— _ — — — 


= — wy — 
—— — — 


= __ 


— = "Tc 2 — 
_—_ = = 
— — — 
— — — _ "—_— þ 3. _ 
* — * 92 
% 


— 
— 52  - ou 


5 


— — — 
— nes 
9 — 
== — 


— © 
Ez 


2 pay \ 
« "a. — > 
+. 2 WL 

A 
* 
= — r 
— 
— . 2 
— — OW 
— 
2 — => 
— 2— — 
y 7 _ 
— — 5 
— - — — — 
— — — - 
— 
2 


_— 
— 


— 


20 THE FIRST LINES OF 
If the fabrick be. good, we never think 
of the REG. 


3 
* 


Mownrexy is the inſtin& of ccrporatl- 
ons, as ſelfiſhneſs is that of individuals. It 
is the duty of reaſon to eounteract the vitious 
exceſs of both theſe propenſities; and make 
them, unknovyn to themſelves, ſubſerve the 
public good; We blame the monopolizing 
temper of the.Engliſh, becauſe it is hurtful 
to us, without ſerving them; whilſt in out 
own pedling dealings, it is not leſs obvious, 
though the objects be not of ſuch magnitude. 
But in them it 1s more criminal, becauſe 
_ ſhould be more: enlightened. 


In the city of Dublio, 1 — for it, 
| manufactures cannot ſucceed till the corpora- 
tions are thrown: open, ſo wide, that work- 
men, from all quarters, may ſettle there with 
impunity. This I am aware will ſhock the 
ears of thoſe free workmen, who exclude 
all ſtrangers, upon pain of lite and limb; 
and enter into idle combinations to raiſe 
their. wigs, upon any little demand. | 
Tur maſter exclaims ad the j journey- 
men ; ;3 but let him firſt exclaim againſt the 
Jaws of his corporation he is ſo fond of. 
It is not, to be ſure, the buſineſs of me- 
chanicks to ſpeculate on the ſpirit of laws; 
but it will be another reproach upon our le- 
giſlature, if it do not ſo model the police of 


2 e that it may avail et 
0 
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of that ſpirit, which is now up, in favour of 
its manufactures. - If this be not done, I ſee 
nothing for it but that the clothiers ſhould 
remove to ſome other ſpot. 3 


In this view, the advantages of a union 
appear in a ſtrong light :—a free trade would 
invite the Engliſh clothiers, together with 
the ſilk and cotton weavers, to ſettle in dif- 
ferent parts of the country. And thus the 
South would be enriched with Engliſh ca- 
pitals, as the North is at preſent. 


Nrirkrx Dublin nor England need be 
jealous of manufactures being ſet up in 

arts of Ireland, where they are now un- h 
8 If they have not a ſale, it is not | 1 
becauſe there will be no demand for their l 
goods, but becauſe they will Us too much 1 
for them. 


cc 2 theſe iſlands are not the 3 5oth 
part of the computed ſurface of the whole 
earth. Is it not, therefore, ſtrange how any | 
body can think that one part, with only j 
what it can ſpare from its own conſumption, 
| ſhould be able to ſtock the other 349 parts, i 
with a tominodiry ſo e ang neceffary * j 


AGAINST: Which it will be urged, that 
England wants a market already. This ob- | 
jection, howeyer, is wrong ſtated ; for that | 
there is a market is FTI From the, ge- | 
| . nerally, | 
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nerally, high prices of the raw materials; 
which are ſo far from being a drug, that fo- 
reigners give any price for them, and the 
Engliſh are fain to prohibit their exportati- 


on by many penal ſtatutes, The objec- 
tion therefore mould run thus 


Way is England underſold at foreign 
markets? 


Anp Decker fu optics the ſolid anſwer. 
r We are underſold, ſays he, becauſe our 
manufactures being raiſed to an extrava- 
gant price, by taxes and laws which make 
proviſions dearer to our people, than to fo- 
reigners, we cannot find vent for them near 
home, and are deprived of it, in the remote 
trades, to thtee-fourths of the world, 5 our 
monopolizing companies.“ 


AGAIN, it will be objected, that, in con- 
ſequence of a union, taxes will riſe as high 
in Ireland as in England ; and therefore, 
manufactures will be as much clogged here 
as there. But this is by no means a neceſ- 

fary conſequence. | Do taxes riſe as high in 
Scotland as in England ? and if we don t 
make as good terms as they did in Scotland, 
I can ſee but another reaſon, beſides that al- 
ready aſſigned, that we are not perpetually 
in rebellion, as they were there.. 


Wurx I fay, we ſhould make as good 
terms in Ireland, as they did i in Scotland, I 
don't mean as /ow terms. This is a larger 


and much more fertile country, and there- 
fore 


as FL nn B.A att 
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fore may have as.good a bargain, though i it 


ſhould pay abſolutely more. But I enter into 
no detail. I am only for ſketching out the 


firſt lines. 
Bor if, poor Iedlakd, you are hot ſpeedi- 


ly to enjoy the benefits of an Engliſh conſti- 


tution, your eſtate may be infinitely im- 


proved by a vigorous exertion of your own 
internal reſources. Repeal your penal ſta- 


tutes againſt religious opinions; paſs an agra- 


rian law; ſtop the engroſſing of grazing 
farms; diſcourage all appearance of mono- 


poly; open all corporations ; lower your 
exciſe; raiſe your cuſtoms; leſſen your 


number of revenue officer; and then ſee 
whether your Eſtabliſhment will go 2 begs: 
ging or not. 


TT will, doubtleſs, be obſerved; that ot 


a word has yet been ſaid upon Abſenteeſhip. 
another mighty objection to a nearer connec- 
tion with England. My deſultory manner re- 
fuſes method ; it ſhall, however, be attended 


to, as far as it deſerves notice. 


Ap iſ, Abſentecthip i is an evil which may 


be complained of, but can never be cured. 


Men of affluent fortunes will ſpend chem,” | 
wherever luxuries are moſt to their taſte. 


Millions of Engliſh guineas were ſpent in' 


Paris, before. the commencement of this 


war. This 18 a tribute which kel 
- | finemebt 


- — = — — — 
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— ——2j224ñ — — — 8 — * 


714 THE FIRST LINES OF 
finement exacts, and there is no remedy for 
it. If there had, the jealouſy of England 
would have applied it, | „ 


2dly, Tur ſums ſent out of Ireland would 
not be vaſtly encreaſed, if an union were to 
take place to-morrow ; for every body, who 
is both able and willing, reſides in England 
at preſent. Hitherto (however paradoxical 
it may ſound) abſenteeſhip could not much 
injure Ireland. For as our gentry wore every 
thing Engliſh, and drank every thing foreign 
it was 3 equal whether they did ſo in 
England or in dal. A perſeverance in 
our aſſociations, may, IJ admit, alter the 
caſe, but not ſo much as to form a weighty 
objection. For, | 


_ 3dly, Tux loſs from abſentees,. will be 
counterbalanced by thoſe places of profit, 
| Which are now given to Engliſhmen, being 
confined to natives. We never hear of a lu- 
crative employment given to an Eogliſh- 
man in Scotland. And why ? becauſe a 
Scotch member of parliament has more in- 
fluence, in England, than the whole Iriſh 
nation. If this were not the cafe, 
would the beggarly city of Aberdeen pre- 
ſame to interfere in the regulation of Itiſh 
trade ? An identification with England 
would give a ſingle Iriſn member more in- 
fluence, than he could conceive from the 
little weight he has at preſent. Befides, 
5 . 4thly, Ir 
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4thly, Ir our manufactures thrive, and if 
agriculture, inſtead of penalties, meets en- 3 
couragement; then the demeſnes occupied 0 
by re&dents, their horſes and hounds, would | 
be employed by a number of induſtrious 
farmers and weavers, who would more con- 
tribute to national proſperity, than any num- 
ber of ſtall- fed grooms, or powdered lacqueys, 
which the great man could be ſuppoſed 
to appoint. This is ſo true, that, in the 
moſt ane parts of England, adver- 


tiſements, for the ſale of little farms, have 


at the bottom, a—N. B. ſo many miles from | 
a lord or a {quire! 


5thly, SUPPOSE two nations equally in- 
aud, iti evident that the poor one will | 
run away with the market from the rich one. | 
In this view (however it may furniſh ridicule 
With a — a ſcarcity of money is benefi- 
cial. For money 1s wy ſo far uſeful as it 
promotes induſtry, We want induftry in 
Ireland more than money. "The mines of 
South America do not make Spain rich, be- 
cauſe it does not make her induftrious. North 
America has no mines, but it made Eng- 
land rich, becauſe it made her induſtrious. _ 


ENGLAND has induſtry: but her induſ- 
try is not proportionate to her ſate influx 
of money from every quarter, and there- 
fore the advantages of the former do not 
compenſate. for the diſadvantages of the 
: Ea «ages latter, 
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| latter. This was not fo viſible, as long 
as the repletion of caſh was growing iri Eng- 
land; but now that ſhe is ſuffering plentiful 
evacuations, the malady is felt. Wages, 
proviſions, . &c. are at their old rates, taxes 
are increaſed, money diminiſhed, manufac- 
tures unſold, and therefore Mancheſter, &c. 
in arms. So that England's diſorder may be 
called a plethora of the precious metals. 
Which was at its criſis after the concluſion 
of the laſt peace, and before the breaking 
out of the preſent troubles. | 


AND now to ably this to ourſelves. Let 
England take that gold from our abſentees, 
of which ſhe is ſo inſatiable, and whoſe 
drain we cannot ſtop ; if in return ſhe' gives 
us that induſtry, which without a free 
trade we cannot acquire ; though ſhe her- 
ſelf muſt loſe it. Thanks to the fertility of 
our country, we approach nearer to England 
in the quantity of money, than of induſtry. 
Wherever induſtry is univerſal,” money can 
never be wanting. England, though every 
day decreaſing its ſtores, has ſtill too much 
for her happineſs. It is the comparative 
Ly which diſtreſſes her. 


Tur precious metals neither can nor 
ſhould be as plenty in the extremities 
of an empire, as towards the capital. 
Will any body, therefore, infer that the 
| people in Yorkſhire ate not as happy 


as 
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as thoſe in Middleſex ? If money were as 
plenty in Leeds as in London, the former 
would not have run away with the Iran 
woollen wee from the latter. 0 If; 51 


A yew years ago, when we had n more 
money than at preſent, our linens got up to 
a proportionable height. And what was the 
conſequence? We were loſing the market; 


but now that in caſh is more ſcarce, we | 


are regaining it. „ ür ni inet 10 
| 15 42 1 

SA what you ill, laugh e as. you pleaſe, 
money may ſuperabound for the good of 
manufactures. England affords a = in 


point. And unleſs the rate of wages, pro- 


viſions, &c, be under the level of France, 
the French will not be underſold. They 
will exclude us from foreign markets, as 
they have done the Engliſh. To prevent 
which, abſenteeſhip, though an apparent 
evil, may prove a real god. 


Nox would there be any harm if the 


landlord were to lower his rents: an U 


paradoxical ſtill, he would be no loſer. 
For the prices of all commodities would 
fall in proportion. Nay, they are fallen 
already, and therefore he ought to lower 
them, before a peace; when thouſands will 
minen to America, if he does not. 


Bur if, aftet all, abſentees are ſo great a po- 
ſitive evil, why will not parliament indem- 


. 
. 
- 
. 
— 
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nify the nation, by taxing them? I have la- 
boured this point, perhaps with too much in- 
 duſftry; becauſe, gentlemen, whoſe fortunes 
are not of ſufficient ſize for living in England, 
are perpetually exclaiming againſt non- reſi- 
_ as if it were the oz/y malady of Ire- 
. TH 2 | 


I HALL now beg Jeave, at parting, to 
have a word or two, with my fellow-citizens 
of Dublin in particular, relative ta a union. 
With what face can you blame the ſpirit of 
monopoly any where, when you yourſelves 
are for monopolizing the intereſt of the 
Whole kingdom? You are not a twentieth man 
of Ireland: And of that proportion, I ſhould . 
be glad to know—how many are intereſted 
againſt a union, and who they are? 


Tur \ merchants evidently are not, for 
what is 2 merchant without freedom of 
trade? The woollen manufacturers are ſtill 
leſs ſo. Then what deſcription of citizens 
are to be affected? Why ſetters of lodgings, 
milliners, taylors and hair-dreflers. 


As to the firſt of theſe :——The increaſe of 
honeſt manufacturers would ſtill keep up 
houſe-rents, and ſupply the place of thoſe 
idle ſuites, which attend members to parlia- 
ment. But it would diſgrace this eflay to go 
into a detail of the petty diſadvantages 
to a few low trades, miniſterial only to 
luxury, and place them as an objection 

2 | againſt 
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againſt the united intereſts of the ten or ele- 
ven millions of people, nnn to be, in 
Great Britain and Ireland. 


GREAT cities have been always e 
ed as the great graves of the human ſpecies. 
Dublin is large enough for a capital to the 
Britiſh empire. London - contains near a 
fixth of all England, and Dr. Davenant (the 
firſt political authority) obſerves that the 


ſupply of London alone, takes up above hal 4 | 


the neat increaſe of the kingdom.” 


Tux inhabitants of Dublin (I % them 
at, the. higheſt, 150,000) are not a fifth of 
London, and but a twentieth of Ireland, 
and ſhall they pretend to dictate regulations 
for the reſt of the empire ? Before they do 
this, they ſhould, at leaſt, turn out more vo- 
lunteers than they did on * Thurſday laſt. 


November 4. 


„ 
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